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How to Make a Bird Feeder
Whether you live in the countryside or in a town or city, you are bound to share your 
neighbourhood with some feathered friends. These animals have adapted to live alongside 
humans, but sometimes its nice to give them a helping hand.

Feeding wild birds that come into our gardens can be a great way for us to experience 
nature. By providing food you can support birds through times where it is hard to come by, or 
just simply supplement what they can find on their own in nature and make it a little easier.

Different bird species prefer different types 
of food and different places to eat. For 
example, blue tits are very agile and so they 
are perfectly adapted to nibble on the seeds 
in a feeder, while robins are more likely to 
be hopping around the ground underneath 
picking up the bits of food that have fallen.

The bird feeder we recommend making 
has three different types of bird food and 
can be made using recycled materials and 
ingredients you might have stored away in 
your cupboards. 

What you will need:
• A cardboard tube (toilet or kitchen roll 

tubes are ideal)
• String/twine
• Peanut butter* (or a non-peanut 

alternative, e.g. sunflower butter, almond 
butter, lard or soy butter)

• Seeds
• Cereal hoops* (optional!)
• A butter knife/lollipop stick

*If you can, try to use ingredients with 
reduced sugar
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Instructions
1. Use the knife/lollipop stick to smear the butter all 

over the cardboard tube

2. Pour the seeds into a large tray or on to a plate

3. Roll the buttery tube in the seeds until the tube is 
covered

4. Thread the string through the tube

5. If you would like, you can thread cereal hoops on 
to the string

6. Tie the two ends of the string together

7. Hang the feeder somewhere that you think birds 
would like to pop by for a snack

Hint: Try to put the feeder somewhere that the birds 
can perch while they nibble on the seeds, e.g. near 
a branch or ledge

8. Keep an eye on the feeder from nearby and see what visitors you get! It may take a little 
bit of time before the birds notice that you have put food out for them, so don’t worry if 
they don’t all come straight away.

9. Make sure you clear what is left of your feeder after a few days to keep the area nice and 
tidy.

Check this out!

If you’re interested in identifying the birds you 
spot, here’s a useful guide!

Please tag us in your photos on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter - we would love to see 
your finished bird feeders and any birds that 
visit!
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https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/identify-a-bird/

