
dynamicearthonline.co.uk

1

Young Climate Activists
Welcome to our Young Climate Activists pack!
Inspired by the passion and action of young people across the world fighting to create 
change in the face of the climate crisis, we have put together a resource to highlight who 
some of these people are and what they’ve achieved.

We are launching this pack on August 23rd 2021: 10 weeks before COP26 begins in Glasgow.

Why is COP26 important?
COP26 - also known as the 2021 United Nations Climate 
Change Conference - is a meeting of representatives 
from almost every country in the world to discuss how we 
will tackle the climate crisis. It was meant to take place in 
2020, but was delayed by a year because of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Have you heard of the Paris Agreement? It was created at COP21 back in 2015. Currently 
194 out of 206 nations in the world, plus the Europen Union, have signed it. It’s a declaration 
stating that countries will:
• Work together to limit the temperature increase of the planet to well below 2°C (ideally 

aiming for less than 1.5°C)
• Adapt to a changing climate
• Create plans to protect communities and nature
• Make money available to deliver on these goals

COP26 is when all parties are required to give an update on their plans and progress, 
meaning world leaders will have to have very important, diffcult discussions about whether  
everyone’s plans are good enough.

Fridays for Future
Young people across the globe have campaigned tirelessly to 
convince world leaders to keep the promises they made when they 
signed the Paris Agreement - and more.

Young people all over the world have been fighting for the planet 
since long before 2018, when the #FridaysForFuture movement 
began. Over the years FFF has grown to be a huge international 
push, helping to mobilise, organise, and focus efforts on those in 
power to have the most impact.

It would be impossible for us to feature the amazing work and passion of every single young 
climate activist out there, but we have chosen a range of people from across the planet for 
you to read and learn more about. We’ve also got a selection of hands-on activities you can 
do to get ready for COP26.
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#ChildrenVsClimateCrisis
What is #ChildrenVsClimateCrisis?

It is an offcial complaint  
presented to the United 
Nations by sixteen young 
climate activists from 
around the world.

The activists, aged 
between 8 and 17 
years old, submitted the 
complaint in September 
2019. It is a protest against 
the lack of government 
action on the climate 
crisis across the world. The 
complaint was lodged to 
the UN’s Committee on the 
Rights of the Child, arguing 
that the failure to tackle the 
climate crisis is a violation of 
children’s human rights.

What does tackling the climate crisis have to do with children’s 
rights?
The petitioners highlight what the Convention on the Rights of the Child says. This is an 
agreement made by world leaders which promises that countries will respect, protect, and 
fulfil children’s right to life. It means that countries must have laws that make sure children live 
healthy lives, protecting them from danger and keeping them healthy as much as possible.

The #ChildrenVsClimateCrisis petition argues that if countries aren’t protecting children from 
the dangers of climate change, then they aren’t respecting and upholding their rights, and 
this goes against the UN’s agreement to ensure children lead safe, healthy lives.

In other words, if countries fail to respond quickly and effectively 
to climate change, children won’t be protected from its potentially 
dangerous consequences.

The sixteen activists hail from nations including Brazil, France, the Marshall 
Islands, Nigeria, and the USA.

Image credit: childrenvsclimatecrisis.org
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What is in the petition?
The sixteen young activists have identified five 
countries that they are holding to account: 
Argentina, Brazil, France, Germany, and 
Turkey. 

They have chosen these nations because 
they believe their efforts to combat climate 
change have been too slow and ineffective, 
and because they have produced a lot of 
pollution.

The petition itself is almost 100 pages long, 
and includes both scientific evidence to back 
their argument up and recommendations of 
how nations can take meaningful action. 

Some of these recommendations to countries 
include:
• Regularly reviewing and amending their 

climate adaptation policies;
• Starting conversations with other nations 

about how they can cooperate to tackle 
the crisis;

• Recognising that the climate crisis is a 
children’s rights crisis.

Who are the activists?
We have highlighted four of the activists and why they are passionate about combating the 
climate crisis below.

This is just a brief introduction to each of them, there is a more detailed profile later on in their 
relevant section!

You can find out more about all 16 young people who created the petition here, on the 
#ChildrenVsClimateCrisis website.

If you would like to look at the petition, click on the 
picture above.

https://childrenvsclimatecrisis.org/
https://childrenvsclimatecrisis.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/2019.09.23-CRC-communication-Sacchi-et-al-v.-Argentina-et-al-Redacted.pdf 
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Greta Thunberg

Ridhima Pandey

The most well-known face of the youth climate activism 
movement, Greta is an 18-year-old from Stockholm, Sweden. 
In august 2018, at the age of 15, she started sitting outside the 
swedish parliament with a sign saying “skolstrejk för klimatet”, 
which translates to “school strike for climate”. Within a short 
amount of time, other young activists around the world started 
protesting too, creating the “fridays for future” movement. 
Four Months after her first day of protesting, in December 2018, 
Greta was addressing the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference, saying:

“This is the biggest crisis humanity has ever faced. First we have 
to realise this and then as fast as possible do something to stop 
the emissions and try to save what we can save.”

The #ChildrenVsClimateCrisis petition was submitted just over 
a year after Greta’s first protest, highlighting the speed and 
determination with which these activists have worked to have 
their voices heard.

Image credit: 
childrenvsclimatecrisis.org

In 2013, when she was 5 years old, Ridhima and her family 
experienced dangerous rainstorms and deadly floods in their 
town of Haridwar in northern India. In 2017, at the age of 9, 
Ridhima sued the Indian government for their inaction against 
climate change. In 2019, she joined #ChildrenVsClimateCrisis, 
explaining the noticeable changes in weather patterns in the 
petition:

“The rainy season is getting shorter. The rain used to last for 
weeks during the rainy season but now the rain that does fall 
only lasts for a day every once in a while. It is not consistent like 
before.”

The inconsistent rainfall results in droughts when it doesn’t rain 
and floods when it does rain, because the levels of rainfall are 
much more intense. Now 13 years old, Ridhima continues to be 
a passionate advocate for climate action and is a member of 
the Youth Advisory Council for COP26.

Image credit: 
childrenvsclimatecrisis.org

https://www.Instagram.Com/gretathunberg/
https://twitter.Com/gretathunberg
https://www.instagram.com/ridhimapandeyy/
https://twitter.com/ridhimapandey7
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Carlos Manuel

Litokne Kabua

Carlos lived in the Philippines when he was little before moving 
to the Pacific island nation of Palau in 2008. Living in countries 
with beautiful coastlines, Carlos spent a lot of his time at the 
beach while he was growing up, and over the years noticed 
that weather patterns seemed to be changing. When learning 
about climate change at school, he realised why those 
changes were happening. 

In 2013, Supertyphoon Haiyan devastated parts of Palau and 
forced friends of Carlos’s to relocate, and in the petition it is 
explained that the only hospital in Palau’s region of Koror will 
have to relocate because it is under threat from rising sea levels.

Addressing the UN at the Climate Action Summit in 2018 when 
submitting the petition, Carlos said:

“Our homes are being swallowed up by the ocean. The places where memories were made, 
the places where trust and respect were gained. The places where we used to have fun and 
enjoy. It’s really sad to say but those places, they’re slowly disappearing.”

Image credit: 
childrenvsclimatecrisis.org

Litokne is an 18-year-old whose family has lived on Ebeye 
Island, part of the Marshall Islands in the Pacific Ocean, for 
generations. However, the petition explains that Litokne and 
his family previously had to evacuate to a US army base when 
a severe tropical storm hit the region - and storms like this are 
becoming more common.

The Marshallese people rely on the oceans, making a living for 
themselves by fishing, but their livelihoods are under threat as 
sea levels rise and the water gets warmer. Litokne explains in the 
petition:
“My grandpa used to get more fish, like a lot more fish than the 
number of our family. But nowadays when we go fishing, you 
could come home with a bucket of nothing.”

The community on Ebeye Island also grows a lot of plants for 
food, medicines and other products. With the weather patterns changing and becoming 
more inconsistent, growing products will potentially become a lot more diffcult, again putting  
their livelihoods at risk.

Image credit: 
childrenvsclimatecrisis.org
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Activity: Climate Petition
If you are feeling inspired by the young people behind the #ChildrenVsClimateCrisis petition, 
why not start a petition of your own? It can be about anything you want to spread the word 
about, and you can start off as small as you like – no need to take it straight to the UN!

We have 4 recommended steps to making a good petition:

Try using our petition template and see who 
you can convince to make an important 
change! 

Set your goal
What do you want to achieve with your petition? 
For example, the #ChildrenVsClimateChange 
petition is asking the UN’s Committee on the 
Rights of the Child to make recommendations 
to five countries on what they can do to tackle 
climate change more effectively.

Some ideas might be trying to get more people 
to walk or cycle to school; getting more bins 
provided in local areas where there is a lot of 
litter; or to protest against a new coal mine 
being built.

You will have a good idea of how ambitious 
you want to be with your petition. Don’t worry 
if you feel like it’s something small - any positive 
change is worth fighting for!

Think about who your target is
Who do you want to pay attention to 
your petition? This should be a person - or 
people - who have power to help make 
the change you’re fighting for.

If you want to make a change at 
school, maybe your target could be the 
headteacher, or all the teachers. 

If you want to make a change in your 
community, it might be a local councillor 
or MSP. If your audience is more general, 
think about places you might be able to 
get them to look at your petition, such as 
in libraries, shops, or on social media.

Show people why they should support 
you
How does the issue affect people’s lives? 
It might be really obvious to you why it’s 
an important topic, but that doesn’t 
mean everyone else will understand 
right away. For example, you might feel 
really passionate about reducing levels 
of marine pollution. What is bad about 
marine pollution? How can you make it 
clear to people why it’s bad?

If your goal is clear, people are more 
likely to support your cause. Where 
possible, you can back it up with facts 
and evidence.

Collect signatures!
Petitions collect lots of 
signatures to make it clear 
to the target that lots 
of people think this is a 
problem that needs to be 
addressed. 

See how many people 
you can get to sign your 
petition!
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Europe
The Paris Agreement
The Paris Climate Agreement was signed by the European Union (EU) on December 12th, 
2015. This was a historic day for the EU: not only had they acknowledged that action 
needed to be taken but they had agreed to do everything in their power to keep the global 
temperature rise to a minimum of 2°C. 

Each country had to provide a plan of how they would cut emissions and help fight climate 
change. Unfortunately, many of these plans never left the paper and, as time went on, EU 
emissions kept rising. 

Young people in Europe were getting impatient and decided 
to take action into their own hands.

What is Fridays For Future?
FFF is a youth-led and organised global climate strike 
movement. Their list of demands are as follows:
1. Keep the global temperature rise below 1.5 °C compared 

to pre-industrial levels. 
2. Ensure climate justice and equity.
3. Listen to the best united science currently available. 

               

In addition to organising strikes around the globe, FFF provide guidance and resources on 
their website and spearheads many other causes such as:
• #UpRootTheSystem – Giving a voice to those most impacted by climate change and 

calling for an end to climate injustice.
• SOS AMAZONIA – Confronting the COVID crisis among traditional communities in the 

Amazon.
• CleanUPStandardChartered – Stopping bBanks from investing in, and financing, fossil fuels.
• WithdrawTheCap – Petitioning to change the current Common Agricultural Policy which is 

supporting industrial farms, the use of toxic chemicals and unsustainable land use.

Next up are some European Youth Climate Activists

 https://fridaysforfuture.org/
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Greta Thunberg

In August 2018, during the lead up to the 
Swedish elections, Greta Thunberg sat 
outside the Swedish Parliament demanding 
action on the climate crisis. 

It had been 3 years since the Paris Climate Agreement 
but nothing significant had actually been done to tackle 
climate change. The EU was still not on track to meet 
the targets set and the EU leaders didn’t seem to be 
bothered. Greta wasn’t having any of this, so she decided 
it was time governments took responsibility and started 
the very first school strike for climate. 

As more people joined her strikes the movement grew 
and #FridaysForFuture (or FFF) was born, quickly spreading 
across the globe. Now, millions of young activists are 
campaigning to save the planet. 

Greta wasn’t afraid to stand up for herself and our 
planet, and now she has inspired a whole generation to 
take control of their future and demand change. In her words: “You are never too small to 
make a difference”. Since then Greta has become the voice of the climate crisis in Europe, 
speaking at lots of different events such as COP24, COP25, the World Economic Forum and 
the UN Climate Action Summit. She also has presented a TED talk -and all this before her 18th 
birthday!. 

Born
2003

https://www.ted.com/talks/greta_thunberg_the_disarming_case_to_act_right_now_on_climate_change
https://www.Instagram.Com/gretathunberg/
https://twitter.Com/gretathunberg


dynamicearthonline.co.uk dynamicearthonline.co.uk

10

Luisa Neubauer

2015 was Luisa Neubauer’s first year studying 
geography at university. After learning about climate 
change in class she was shocked at how fast it was 
accelerating but was relieved to hear that countries 
were coming together to sign the Paris Climate 
Agreement. After years of no action being taken she 
knew that change wouldn’t happen without a fight. 

In 2018 she travelled to the UN Climate conference 
where she met Greta Thunberg and joined her climate 
strike. From there Luisa became the driving force 
behind Germany’s Fridays For Future movement. 

But this is not her only legacy, she has also written a book, completed a TED talk and even 
hosts her own climate podcast. More recently, Luisa joined a group of environmental activists 
who took Germany to court where a judge ruled that the German government’s climate 
protection measures were insuffcient to protect future generations and they had to make a  
change. 

Luisa is passionate about the planet and promoting a climate revolution. 
Her 4 first steps to becoming an activist and making a change are:
1. Change our understanding of who can be a climate activist. Anyone can be an activist - 

you don’t need to know everything, you just need to care. 
2. Leave our zone of Convenience. We need to make changes, ask questions and raise our 

voices. 
3. Join Forces. You don’t need to do this alone - a movement is more powerful than a single 

person. 
4. Take yourself more seriously. Climate change affects everyone and you have every right 

to stand up for yourself. 

Born
1996

https://www.ted.com/talks/luisa_neubauer_why_you_should_be_a_climate_activist?language=en
https://newsroom.spotify.com/2020-11-18/luisa-neubauer-presents-the-human-side-of-climate-change-in-the-new-spotify-original-podcast-15-grad/
https://www.instagram.com/luisaneubauer/
https://twitter.com/Luisamneubauer
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Isabelle Axelsson

Organiser of Fridays For Future Sweden, Isabelle 
Axelsson is an autistic climate justice activist studying 
human geography at Stockholm University. She is 
also the founder of Knowledge for Climate Action 
in partnership with Heart17. This education initiative 
provides accessible information on the climate crisis 
through videos, podcasts, short articles and social 
media, providing a platform for anyone to become a 
climate activist. 

Isabelle talks about channelling feelings of 
hopelessness, depression and anger into campaigning 
and fighting for climate justice. 

She is refreshingly honest about climate anxiety and feeling overwhelmed saying her 
stubbornness is what drives her to keep fighting for a better future for everyone. 

“Our politicians’ greed for money is putting people’s lives in danger and that makes me 
angry. The people most affected are contributing the least and that’s not fair.” 

She is an advocate for equality and a voice for those who are suffering from climate change 
because of the actions of others. 

Born
2000/1

https://heart17.com/
https://www.instagram.com/isabelleax_/
https://twitter.com/isabelle_ax
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Indigenous Peoples
What does Indigenous mean? 
Indigenous means native, so in the context of peoples, it means the distinct ethnic groups of 
people who are native to a place that has been colonised by another ethnic group. 

Other terms for Indigenous people that you might hear are First Nations/first peoples, Aboriginal 
people, or native peoples, depending on where in the world they are. 

For thousands of years Indigenous peoples have been sustainably managing their land by 
cultivating plants that are useful for food and medicine, encouraging biodiversity, and passing 
knowledge and respect for the natural world down the generations. 

Both population numbers and land ownership were decimated in Indigenous populations in 
North America by  European diseases in the 1700s and then again by colonisation in the 1800s. 
This combined with the massive growth of colonisation and the Industrial Revolution led to a 
large decline in the quality and quantity of properly managed natural resources.

There is growing evidence that land under the management of Indigenous peoples does 
better in biodiversity, carbon storage, and other ecological benefits, than under governments 
or conservation charities. 

In fact, patches of land formerly tended by Indigenous peoples (‘forest gardens’) that have 
been left untended for hundreds of years have been found to still support much higher levels of 
biodiversity than the ‘native’ forest around them!

Indigenous peoples have a firm belief in respect, care, and protection for the planet and the 
lands they inhabit, often fighting against exploitative and destructive plans for their land. 

These four young activists are no different. They each have stood up and been vocal about 
environmental issues that not only impact our planet, but disproportionately impact indigenous 
peoples and cultures. 

A Maasai woman from the 
Rift Valley, Kenya

A Lakota Native American 
man at Pow Wow, USA

An Indigenous mother and 
child from Guangaje, Ecuador

An Inuk sea ice fisherman, 
Greenland 
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First up we have Autumn Peltier, a Canadian water 
activist from Wikwemikong First Nation/Manitoulin Island 
and is from Ojibway/Odawa heritage. 

Autumn’s activism focuses on clean drinking water for 
First Nations communities and across Mother Earth. She 
is the chief water commissioner for the Anishinabek 
Nation.

Autumn started her fight for the universal right to clean 
drinking water at just 8 years old!

Advocating for access to clean water runs in her family, 
with Autumn’s aunt, Josephine Mandamin, having 
walked the shores of the great lakes to raise awareness 
for water conservation. 

Autumn has already made big impacts, having met 
with the Canadian Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, in 
2016 to insist that he do more to protect indigenous 
peoples’ access to safe water after over 100 
communities received warnings that their water could 
be contaminated. She has also addressed the United 
Nations on multiple occasions to stress the importance 
of clean water and the alarming numbers of 
indigenous communities who do not have access to it. 

“Water is the lifeblood of Mother Earth, Our 
water should not be for sale. We all have a 
right to this water as we need it.”

Autumn Peltier

Autumn Peliter, also known as the ‘Water 
Warrior’ for her activismfighting for access 

to clean water
Image credit: Water Wise

Born
2004

More info:
• Meet Autumn Peltier
• Water Wise
• NAAEE

https://wiikwemkoong.ca/history/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiikwemkoong_First_Nation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ojibwe
https://www.anishinabek.ca/
https://www.anishinabek.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/autumn.peltier/?hl=en
https://therising.co/2019/10/04/meet-activist-autumn-peltier-the-young-water-warrior-making-a-splash/
https://www.freshwaterwise.com/new-blog/autumn-peletier
https://naaee.org/about-us/people/autumn-peltier
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Quannah Chasinghorse is a Hän 
Gwich’in and Oglala Lakota 
climate activist and model from 
Fairbanks, Alaska. 

Quannah and her mother, Jody Potts who is Han 
Gwich’in, have fought for many years to protect the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge from oil drilling and other 
ecological damage. 

This region is known by the Gwich’in as “Iizhik Gwats’an 
Gwandaii Goodlit,” meaning “the sacred place 
where life begins”, because it is where a huge herd 
of porcupine caribou head each year to have their 
calves. The caribou are incredibly important to the 
Gwich’in way of life. 

Climate change is impacting the Gwich’in people 
in many ways; the pipeline for transporting oil from 
the fields across Alaska runs the entire length of the 
state, from north to south coast, directly impacting 
wildlife in and around its path. The impacts of climate 
change are also being felt, in the increase of wildfires, 
the melting of permafrost, and in hunting, fishing, and 
berry seasons. Especially with the COVID-19 pandemic, 
some Indigenous peoples lost access to imported food 
and had to rely more heavily on the natural resources 
around them. 
Quannah has been on the Youth Council since she 
was 17 and has spoken with Senators in Washington DC 
about protecting her ancestral land (and the rest of the 
Arctic). Quannah met with some of the USA’s biggest 
banks and persuaded them to commit to no longer 
funding Arctic drilling projects. 

Quannah Chasinghorse

Quannah Chasinghorse is an Indigenous 
activist fighting for the Arctic

Image credit: Vogue

More info:
• Quannah Chasinghorse Is Fighting to Save the 

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
• Eco-Warrior Profile: Quannah Chasinghorse Fights 

for Indigenous Rights and Climate Activism

She credits her activism and drive to fight 
for the planet to her mother and other 
strong women in her life who taught her a 
lot about activism, fighting for your land, 
and standing up for what you believe in. 

Born
2004

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gwich%CA%BCin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gwich%CA%BCin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oglala
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/arctic-national-wildlife-refuge-oil-drilling-what-next 
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/arctic-national-wildlife-refuge-quannah-chasinghorse
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/arctic-national-wildlife-refuge-quannah-chasinghorse
https://www.theoxygenproject.com/post/eco-warrior-profile-quannah-chasinghorse-fights-for-indigenous-rights-and-climate-activism/
https://www.theoxygenproject.com/post/eco-warrior-profile-quannah-chasinghorse-fights-for-indigenous-rights-and-climate-activism/
https://www.instagram.com/quannah.rose/
https://linktr.ee/Quannah.rose
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Xiuhtezcatl (pronounced Shoe-Tez-Caht) 
is an American environmental activist and 
hip hop artist.

Xiuhtezcatl lives in Colorado in the USA, 
but was raised in the Aztec tradition, with 
respect for nature and the planet a core 
part of his childhood. He’s been fighting 
for the environment for many years, giving 
public speeches about the environment 
from age 6!

At age 9 he was instrumental in banning 
the use of pesticides in the parks in 
Boulder, Colorado, by organising with 
other young people and using their voices 
via public speeches. 

Xiuhtezcatl is a co-founder of the 
organisation Earth Guardians who began 
as an experiential learning high school 
in Hawai’I in the early 90s and has now 
developed into a world-wide organisation 
that trains young people to be leaders in 
environmental, climate and social justice 
movements. Earth Guardians use art, 
music, storytelling, civic engagement, and 
legal action to find solutions to the current 
climate crisis and other big issues. 

Xiuhtezcatl has been a face for the next generation of Earth Guardians, speaking at the UN, 
addressing the General Assembly, and speaking on panels with people like Bernie Sanders 
and Pharrell Williams. He’s also been featured on many popular TV shows and magazines, 
helping to spread the word of the Earth Guardians to do better for the planet. 
Something you might know him for is filing a lawsuit against the Obama administration for not 
doing enough to fight the climate emergency. He truly believes that we can solve the climate 
crisis and that future generations shouldn’t have to fight this hard in the future.

“Hopelessness and apathy are the natural responses to 
really overwhelming stuff. And I think the most important 
thing to do is to bounce back from that, and to pick 
yourself up, even when nothing makes sense in the 
world.”

Xiuhtezcahtl Martinez 

Image credit: Green Matters

Born
2001

More info:
• Guarding the Earth for Future Generations
• Wikipedia
• Earth Island Journal

https://www.earthisland.org/journal/index.php/magazine/entry/xiuhtezcatl_martinez/ Roske-Martinez
https://www.earthguardians.org/
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-quarterly/xiuhtezcatl-martinez-guarding-earth-future-generations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xiuhtezcatl_Martinez
https://www.earthisland.org/journal/index.php/magazine/entry/xiuhtezcatl_martinez/
https://www.instagram.com/xiuhtezcatl/?hl=en
https://linktr.ee/xiuhtezcatl
https://twitter.com/xiuhtezcatl
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Xiye is Indigenous Mexican (Otomi-Toltec) and Aztec 
and was born and raised in Mexico. 

The Otomi people believe that if you take care of the 
Earth, it will take care of you. Having witnessed the 
impacts of the climate crisis on both her hometown 
(long droughts followed by extreme rains and flooding) 
and the after-effects of Superstorm Sandy when she 
relocated to New York City, she became driven to do 
something about the climate crisis.

Xiye is a climate leader both locally and globally. 
She is a leader of the Fridays for Future youth climate 
strike; she has previously organised a climate strike at 
her school in New York and is currently organising to 
join the Global Climate Strike; she is a member of the 
Peoples Climate Movement; and she is a co-founder 
of the Re-Earth Initiative, to make climate activism 
as inclusive and intersectional as possible. As well 
as working with all of these organisations, Xiye has 
organised a youth activism training program, filled her 
school with climate posters, and shared loads about 
the climate crisis on social media!

Xiye Bastida 

Image credit: Twitter @xiyebastida

In 2021 she addressed the White House summit, giving a speech to 40 global leaders about 
their culpability in the climate crisis and their responsibilities to fix it. She said that the global 
climate emergency was caused by the powerful in society “perpetuating and upholding the 
harmful systems of colonialism, oppression, capitalism and market-oriented brainwashed 
solutions”.

She has had a short documentary made about her, We Rise, and worked on a video 
exploring how cities and landscapes could look in the future, Imagine the Future.

More info:
• America’s Greta Thunberg
• Wikipedia
• Xiye’s speech to world leaders

Born
2002

https://peoplesclimate.org/
https://www.instagram.com/xiyebeara/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/xiyebastida?lang=en
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/xiye-bastida-climate-activist-documentary
https://ed.ted.com/best_of_web/kpN3w89R
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/peril-and-promise/2019/09/meet-xiye-bastida-americas-greta-thunberg/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xiye_Bastida
https://www.independent.co.uk/tv/news/climate-activist-xiye-bastida-makes-powerful-speech-to-world-leaders-ve23b22bf


Activity: Climate Protectors Poster

Project name:

Where is the project located? 

Who are the indigenous people running the project?What does the project do?

How is this helping fight climate change?

Fill out the template below about one of the many pro-
jects the Indigenous activists above are involved with. 
Feel free to create your own design, but remember to 
include the key information listed below!
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Africa
In this section, we’re exploring how 
countries across Africa are being 
affected by climate change and 
the amazing initiatives young people 
are spearheading to fight for climate 
justice. 

Africa is a huge continent with a 
variety of climatic zones and habitats 
ranging from dense rainforest to 
scorching deserts. This means that 
African countries are impacted 
very differently by climate change 
depending on their location. 

Nigeria
Nigeria is a big country in West Africa 
which faces different impacts in the 
North and South. Northern Nigeria 
is already seeing the impacts of 
extreme drought which is causing 
Lake Chad to dry out and shrink 
rapidly. The lake was a source of food 
and livelihood for millions of people, 
as well as a unique wildlife habitat.

The UN says that 80-90% of Lake 
Chad’s population depend on 
farming or fishing as their livelihoods, 
so healthy and plentiful water supplies 
are vital. As access to water has 
decreased,  poverty has increased 
and led to conflict over land and 
water rights between farmers. 
 In contrast, Southern Nigeria is at risk 
of coastal flooding due to increasing 
rainfall and sea level rise, endangering 
the lives of those in coastal towns and 
cities. These effects in Northern and 
Southern Nigeria are causing people 
to leave their homes in search of safer 
places to live. Unfortunately, the reception for climate refugees in other countries is often not 
very welcoming, but as climate change progresses the world will see more people displaced 
from their homes and looking for new, safe places to live. 

Image credit: Seeds of Hope

This satellite image shows how dramatically Lake Chad has 
shrunk between the 1970s and present day. 

Image credit: UN
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Uganda
Uganda is in Central Africa, located 
right on the equator! It is another 
country that relies heavily on farming 
for the population’s livelihood. Some 
areas in Northern Uganda, such as 
the Karamoja region, are considered 
among some of the poorest in the 
world, with high levels of malnutrition 
and poverty. As many of the people 
living in these areas rely on the land 
to grow food, they are the most 
vulnerable to the effects caused 
by climate change. It is in this way 
that climate change impacts are 
unequally distributed around the 
world. 

Many of Uganda’s inhabitants have 
personally contributed very little to 
the buildup of greenhouse gases 
in the Earth’s atmosphere, but are 
suffering more than many people from 
richer countries who are more able 
to survive the changes. Predicted 
impacts of climate change vary in 
Uganda, but it is expected that rainfall 
patterns will change and lead to 
droughts, which could also have the 
knock-on impact of increased wildfire 
risk.

Kenya 
Kenya, a country in East Africa, is already suffering from extreme drought which is predicted 
to worsen due to climate change. Prolonged drought makes it very hard to grow crops, keep 
healthy livestock and source drinking water. This makes planning for the future diffcult, but  
there are lots of youth activists campaigning for positive change in the face of the climate 
crisis. Check out the profiles of some incredible African activists below!
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Oladosu is a Nigerian youth climate activist 
who goes by the name ‘The Ecofeminist’, as 
she advocates for women and girls’ rights to 
help prepare them in the fight against climate 
change. She first started campaigning to bring 
attention to the shrinking of Lake Chad and 
the impacts that had on local populations, 
but quickly realised that those most severely 
affected were women and girls. Oladosu said: 

“Everyone is vulnerable to climate change; it 
has no identity or alliance. However, due to 
the close nature of women and girls to their 
environment within my local community, and 
the ways in which women rely on it for income, 
security and safety, we are hugely affected by 
the climate change crisis.”

To help in her quest to fight the climate crisis, 
Oladosu founded I Lead Climate, which through 
various campaigns has engaged over 15,000 
people in grassroots climate actions. She is a 
strong believer that if women and girls are given 
the training and tools to farm sustainably, they 
can play a big role in restoring landscapes and 
combatting greenhouse gas production. Waste 
composting and reductions in deforestation are 
examples of sustainable farming that Oladosu 
teaches people about.

Oladosu’s work has been recognised by the 
BBC when she was named one of their Key 
African Activists, and she also spoke at COP25. 

Born
1994

Oladosu Adenike

Image credit: Twitter @the_ecofeminist

More info:
• Women and Crisis
• I Lead Climate

https://www.instagram.com/an_ecofeminist/
https://twitter.com/the_ecofeminist
https://www.womenandcrisis.com/
https://www.queenscommonwealthtrust.org/inspiration/oladosu-adenike-i-lead-climate-nigeria-lake-chad/


dynamicearthonline.co.uk

21

Vanessa Nakate is a young climate activist who has already achieved so much despite only 
being 24 years old! Having seen the impacts of climate change in her home country, she 
became the first person in Uganda to join in the Fridays for Future movement and strike to 
demand action on the climate crisis. 

Vanessa was keen to highlight how the impacts of climate change are already severe in 
many places, particularly Africa, yet the worldwide response to combat it has been slow. 
Climate targets aim to limit warming of the planet to a maximum of 1.5 degrees celsius to 
‘reduce the impacts’, however Vanessa has spoken about how a 1.2 degree increase has 
already caused Uganda to feel like ‘hell’ due to the increased droughts, floods and extreme 
weather events.

Vanessa has highlighted the disparity between which countries feel the impacts of climate 
change the most, versus which countries have contributed to the problem the most. She has 
spoken about how it is mainly people of colour who suffer the most severe effects of climate 
change and have the fewest resources to change the situation. 

Vanessa herself was famously cropped out of a photo of otherwise white climate activists 
at a news conference and responded by fighting for her voice to be heard even harder, 
highlighting the environmental racism she was also fighting. She said: 

“You didn’t just erase a photo. You erased a continent. But I am stronger than ever.”

Vanessa has also founded the Rise Up Climate Movement to help 
amplify the voices of African activists and particularly those of girls 
and women.  

Born
1996

Vanessa Nakate

Image credit: Instagram @vanessanakate1   

More info:
• Vogue Essay
• Wikipedia

https://www.instagram.com/vanessanakate1/
https://twitter.com/vanessa_vash
https://www.vogue.co.uk/news/article/vanessa-nakate-essay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vanessa_Nakate
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Leah Namugerwa is an incredible young activist who 
has planted thousands of trees as part of her project 
#BirthdayTrees! She encourages people in Uganda to 
plant trees on their birthday to help reforest our planet. 

On her 15th birthday, Leah planted 200 trees, on her 
16th birthday it was 500 trees and in 2021 for her 17th 
birthday, she planted 700 trees!

Leah is also an active member 
of Fridays For Future Uganda and 
encourages other young people to 
join her in school strikes. Rather than 
always striking outside school, Leah 
chooses significant locations that 
are suffering from environmental 
degradation, such as Lake Victoria, 
which is choked with plastic 
pollution. 

Born
2004

Leah Namugerwa
More info:
• Day in the life of a 

climate striker

Image credit: Twitter @NamugerwaLeah

Image credit: Twitter @NamugerwaLeah

Leah led a petition to ban plastic bag use in 
Uganda in an effort to reduce the massive 
amount of plastic waste; Uganda offcially  
banned plastic bags in 2007 but the ban 
was not enforced so bag production and 
use continued. Alongside the petition, 
Leah & Fridays For Future Uganda organise 
regular litter picks to clean up and recycle 
some of the plastic waste.

https://www.instagram.com/namugerwaleah/
https://twitter.com/NamugerwaLeah
https://www.earthday.org/school-strike-for-climate-a-day-in-the-life-of-fridays-for-future-uganda-student-striker-leah-namugerwa/
https://www.earthday.org/school-strike-for-climate-a-day-in-the-life-of-fridays-for-future-uganda-student-striker-leah-namugerwa/
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Elizabeth is a climate activist who is putting her recent Environmental Studies degree to good 
use! Whilst studying, she founded the Green Generation Initiative which uses tree-planting 
as a way to connect people to nature and teach them about climate change. Elizabeth 
received a scholarship from the Wangari Maathai Foundation that allowed her to establish 
her own tree nursery and increase how many tree-planting sessions she could run, rather than 
having to use her own limited funds to buy tree saplings. Elizabeth is passionate about young 
people setting up their own projects to fight climate change and has sound advice for any 
other young activists: 

Starting out: 3 Top Tips
1. Know your goals. One of the most practical tips 

towards the start-up of any idea is to always have 
a clear goal and an objective of exactly what it is 
that you want to do. For instance, there may be a 
challenge that a young person has identified within 
their community that they want to provide a solution 
for, and they should always remain true to what they 
want to achieve.

2. Feel inspired and be supported. Another practical 
tip for me was having a role model, getting a mentor 
and having a driving force towards implementing an 
initial idea. The late professor Wangari Maathai has 
always been my role model. I also had mentors along 
the way who guided me through the implementation 
of my project, such as lecturers in the university and 
the support from my mum.

3. Start small and scale up. One also needs to identify the needed resources based on the 
activities involved in the implementation of the idea. It is always good to start with existing 
assets, especially if there are no readily available funds. I always believe in starting small 
and working towards scaling up your idea as you move. After all of this, go out there and 
focus on the implementation of your idea without allowing anyone or anything to hold you 
back.

Elizabeth is now the Head of Campaigns at 
the Wangari Maathai Foundation, whose 
aim is to “work to build social and emotional 
competencies, empower self development 
and engender collective action in the next 
generation.” 

Born
1995

Elizabeth Wathuti

More info:
• Open letter to world 

leaders

Image credit: Twitter @lizwathuti   

https://greengenerationinitiative.org/
https://wangarimaathai.org/
https://www.instagram.com/lizwathuti/
https://twitter.com/lizwathuti
https://racetozero.unfccc.int/dear-world-leaders-now-is-the-time-to-start-investing-in-nature-regeneration/
https://racetozero.unfccc.int/dear-world-leaders-now-is-the-time-to-start-investing-in-nature-regeneration/
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Activity: Beach Clean
Inspired by the work of Leah Namugerwa & Fridays for Future Uganda, here is a guide to 
organising your own beach clean and attacking that plastic waste! If you don’t live near a 
beach, a litter pick around your school or local park is a good alternative!
 
Things to think about:
In advance of the beach clean, there is good opportunity to think about what type and 
quantity of rubbish you expect to find on the beach.  

Try designing your own beach litter survey sheet, so that you can tally up the types of litter that 
you find and hold the brands responsible accountable. 

For example, tally up how many plastic Coca-Cola bottles you find and consider contacting 
the company about it to tell them afterwards! You can do this using Twitter or by contacting 
the companies directly by email. 

Another thing to be sure of is carefully choosing your beach location and checking tide times 
before planning your trip. Some beaches still have suffcient space to clean while the tide is  
high.

Will you do this activity with friends or will you make it a public event that lots of people can 
join? There are benefits to both options, but it is worth checking out the guidance from Surfers 
Against Sewage as a framework to plan your own event!  

Kit List
• Bin bags
• Gloves
• Hand sanitiser 
• Survey forms
• Litter Pickers
• Risk assessment
 

The local council can provide a lot of support for beach cleans. They are often able to 
provide litter pickers and collect rubbish post-clean to save you having to dispose of it! 

Image credit: beachcleans.org.uk

https://www.sas.org.uk/our-work/beach-cleans/organise-beach-clean
https://www.sas.org.uk/our-work/beach-cleans/organise-beach-clean
https://beachcleans.org.uk/
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The young climate activists throughout this pack all have incomparable passion and 
determination to push for action in the fight against the climate crisis. This drive shows itself in 
lots of different ways, such as public speaking, community campaigns, and digital events that 
all increase the visibility of the plight that young people find themselves in.

Some youth climate activists have channeled their interests and concerns into particular 
causes, leading them to found their own project, movement or foundation. Because these 
are spearheaded and run by young people, they often better represent the views and 
concerns of young people than campaigns set up and run by adults. We wanted to highlight 
just a handful of organisations that have been founded by young activists, and encourage 

Founders

Polluters Out is a coalition of communities 
of young people around the world, co-
founded by Ayisha Siddiqa in the wake 
of COP25. It seeks to loosen the grip fossil 
fuel companies have on multiple facets of 

society.

Climate in Colour is an online platform to 
educate people on climate science and 
justice, with accessibility and diversity at the 
centre of the conversation. It was founded 
by Joycelyn Longdon during the first year of 
her PhD - she is studying the application of 
Artificial Intelligence to Climate Change.

The Sunrise Movement is a grassroots youth 
movement that has swept the USA, urging 
politicians to put the climate crisis at the 
centre of their policies and ensure a just 
transition from fossil fuels to renewable 
energy sources. It was co-founded by 

Varshini Prakash in 2015.

Choked Up is a campaign for tighter clean 
air laws in the UK, co-founded by Anjali 
Raman-Middleton following the death 
of one of her classmates as a result of air 

pollution.

you to investigate other ones out there that 
stand for any causes you might personally 
be interested in!



dynamicearthonline.co.uk dynamicearthonline.co.uk

26

Anjali Raman-Middleton is a sixth form student and youth climate activist from London. 

She grew up alongside the South Circular, a busy major London road. The area has illegal 
levels of air pollution and has led to Anjali witnessing the first-hand effects that air pollution has 
on poorer communities and people of colour who are more likely to live in the most polluted 
areas. This included the death of one of Anjali’s classmates, Ella Kissi-Debrah, whose cause of 
death was the first in the world to be recorded as due to air pollution.

These experiences led Anjali to co-found the 
organisation Choked Up along with fellow sixth form 
students Destiny Boka Batesa and Nyeleti Brauer-
Maxaeia. 

Choked Up is made up of black and brown teens living 
in some of the areas worst affected by air pollution. 

The most ethnically diverse communities in the UK 
experience the worst air pollution and the most 
deprived communities live with 22% more air pollution 
than the least but contribute to the problem much less 
than richer individuals. Air pollution in the UK is therefore 
not only an environmental issue but also a social justice 
issue.
Choked Up campaign to clean up the air by setting 
down the right to clean air in law.
Anjali says: “I want to see the government enshrine the 
right to breathe clean air into legislation. This would 
mean that any future decisions made on transport, 
industry and other key areas take into account the 
damage that could be done to our lungs.”

Anjali Raman-Middleton

Image credit: Twitter @anjali_lrm

More info:
• BBC News on Choked Up’s Air 

Pollution Campaign
• Air Pollution Guardian article 

by Anjali

Born
2003/4

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/news/163408/ethnic-minorities-deprived-communities-hardest-pollution/
https://airqualitynews.com/2019/06/19/poor-most-exposed-to-air-pollution-caused-by-rich-study-finds/
https://www.instagram.com/chokedup_uk/
https://twitter.com/ChokedUp_UK
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-56372704
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-56372704
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/dec/17/breathe-air-ella-kissi-debrah-ruling-pollution-death
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/dec/17/breathe-air-ella-kissi-debrah-ruling-pollution-death
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Ayisha Siddiqa is a 21-year-old activist from 
Pakistan currently living in the USA. She has 
organised many campaigns to stop the 
climate crisis including one in 2019 which 
involved leading over 300,000 students onto 
the streets of New York to demand that the 
government act to protect the climate.

Much of her advocacy is centred around 
climate justice but also racial justice too.
She is the co-founder and co-coordinator 
of Polluters Out, a global coalition of young 
people and scientists from 80 countries to 
challenge the fossil fuel industry’s control of 
land. 

Polluters Out have also founded the 
Fossil Free University of which Ayisha is 
the Executive Director of Student Affairs. 
Fossil Free University is a training course for 
climate justice activists which teaches how 
to be a climate justice leader and fight the 
fossil fuel industry.

Ayisha Siddiqa

Image credit: Patagonia EU

More info:
• Fossil Free University
• Polluters Out

Born
1999/2000

https://pollutersout.org/
https://www.fossilfreeuniversity.org/
https://www.instagram.com/pollutersout/
https://twitter.com/pollutersout
https://www.fossilfreeuniversity.org/
https://pollutersout.org/
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Joycelyn Longdon is an intersectional 
climate campaigner meaning she not only 
campaigns to stop the climate crisis but also 
highlights how problems caused by climate 
change can intersect with other oppressions 
people may face such as due to race.

She is currently studying a PhD in the 
application of artificial intelligence to 
address climate resilience at Cambridge 
University. 

She is the founder of Climate in Colour, a platform which aims to make conversations around 
climate change more inclusive, accessible and colourful. 

The platform includes a weekly Substack newsletter which Jocelyn writes including climate 
news and book recommendations. She has taught a course on the colonial history of climate 
science and she also has a Climate in Colour Youtube channel where she interviews other 
intersectional climate campaigners and people of 
colour working in the climate sector. 

Joycelyn says, “Education is an extremely important 
solution to many global issues and the climate crisis 
is no different. I feel deeply called to teaching and 
learning and I want to dedicate a big chunk of my 
life to using this purpose for good.”

Joycelyn Longdon

Image credit: Twitter @climateincolour

More info:
• Climate in Colour 
• Interview with Joycelyn

Born
1997/8

https://climateincolour.com/
https://climateincolour.com/
https://www.alignedmag.com/people/joycelyn-longdon-challenging-colonial-climate-futures/
https://www.instagram.com/climateincolour/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/climateincolour
https://linktr.ee/joycelynlongdon
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8Wp9EmfpV7EUSrSJAonxzw
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Varshini Prakash is an American climate activist. 
Her awareness of the climate crisis was first sparked 
aged 11 when she saw footage of the 2004 
Indian Ocean tsunami on the news. It particularly 
resonated with her as it impacted Chennai in India, 
the area where her grandparents live.

While studying at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst she began to organise for climate action, 
including leading the campaign for the university 
to divest from fossil fuels, which successfully led the 
university to be the first large public university to 
divest.

In 2017, she co-founded the Sunrise Movement, of 
which she is now Executive Director. It is a youth-
led climate movement which campaigns to stop 
climate change and create green jobs.

She has won many awards and recognitions. In 2019 
she was on the Time 100 Next list and was awarded 
the Sierra Club John Muir Award.

She says, “When I was in high school, I had low self-esteem. I didn’t believe I was powerful or 
smart or worth investing in. But, when I became part of a campaign, knowing that there were 
thousands of people like me out in the world transformed me.”

Varshini Prakash

Image credit: Twitter @climateincolour

More info:
• Sunrise Movement
• Interview with Varshini
• Rolling Stone article

Born
1992/3

https://www.sunrisemovement.org/
https://www.sunrisemovement.org/
https://climateincolour.com/
https://www.vox.com/ezra-klein-show-podcast/2019/7/31/20732041/varshini-prakash-sunrise-movement-green-new-deal
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/sunrise-movement-varshini-prakash-climate-change-1193529/
https://www.instagram.com/sunrisemvmt/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/VarshPrakash
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Activity: DIY Air Sensor
You can do your own air quality investigation using some really simple things you can find 
around your home.

Equipment:
• Cardboard
• Ruler
• 1 pence piece
• String
• Scissors
• Sticky tape
• Magnifying glass 

How to Make your Air Sensor
1. Cut a rectangular piece of card 10cm x 4cm

2. Make three small circles by drawing around 
a 1 pence piece on the cardboard, one 
near the top, one near the middle and one 
near the base.

3. Using the scissors, carefully cut out the three 
circles so that you have a rectangular piece 
of cardboard with 3 holes in it.

4. On one side of the cardboard only, stick 
strips of sticky tape over the holes. One side 
should now be smooth and the other side 
should have 3 sticky circles.

5. Attach a piece of string to the top of your 
cardboard rectangle and hang outside for a 
day or longer.

6.  When you are ready bring your piece of 
cardboard inside and use your magnifying 
glass to see what is attached to the sticky 
tape. You may find pollen, soot or dust, all of 
these are referred to as particulate matter.

7. Try hanging new collectors in different areas 
and comparing what you find.
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Asia
Asia is the biggest continent in 
the world, stretching from Japan 
in the east all the way to the 
border with Europe in the west, 
and from the Arctic Circle in 
the north to the Equator in the 
south. 
 
This means that the landscapes 
and ecosystems contained in 
Asia are hugely varied and the 
impacts of climate change 
are very diverse. Because Asia 
covers 30% of the world’s land 
surface and 60% of the world’s 
population, understanding the 
impacts of climate change 
and how to counter them is 
incredibly important. 

A few of the impacts of climate change on countries in Asia are highlighted here but there 
are many more!

The Philippines
The Philippines is a country made up of many small 
islands in South East Asia. Its location near the tropics 
means that instead of the four seasons we have in 
the UK, it just has a wet season and a dry season. The 
high rainfall in the wet season is also accompanied 
by huge storms called typhoons. Rising global 
temperatures means that the dry seasons will get 
drier, the wet seasons will get wetter and there will be 
even more storms.

Why does an increase in global temperature cause 
more extreme weather?
Increasing temperatures means more evaporation 
from the sea. This builds up into big clouds which become big storms.  
In the Philippines in the dry season they experience even less rain and have more droughts, 
meaning it is harder to grow food and get safe drinking water. In the wet season they get 
more rain, which means they experience flooding and more frequent and more intense 
storms. These storms not only cause flooding but often damage important infrastructure like 
electricity, transport and sewage networks.

Image credit: National Geographic

Destruction after the Haiyan Typhoon in 
2013, one of the biggest tropical storms ever 

recorded.
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India
India is located in southern Asia and has many 
varied landscapes, ranging from deserts to 
jungles to the highest mountains in the world! 1.3 
billion people live in India, many of whom are 
subsistence farmers. This makes them particularly 
vulnerable to the increase of flooding and 
droughts caused by climate change. This cycle 
of flood and drought also impacts the supply 
of clean water, making it harder for people, 
especially those living in rural communities, to 
get access to safe water to drink.
 

Russia
Russia is the biggest country in the world! It is actually part of two continents, Europe and Asia 
- the boundary between the two is a mountain range in Russia called the Ureal Mountains 
which you can see as a line on the map.

Russia has a much colder climate than countries in South 
Asia, and as you can see from the map, it actually has 
large amounts of land in the Arctic Circle. This means 
that huge areas of Russia are covered in permafrost, a 
frozen mixture of mud and water just under the surface 
of the ground which never melts. In fact, 65% of the 
country is covered in permafrost! However, rising global 
temperatures means this has started to melt.

Why is melting permafrost a problem?
• Many towns and villages in Northern Russia are built 

on ground which was historically permanently frozen. 
When the permafrost starts to melt, these buildings no 
longer have stable foundations.

• When the permafrost melts, bacteria and viruses 
which have been trapped for thousands of years 
escape and have the potential to make humans very 
ill.

• Permafrost is a carbon sink (somewhere where 
carbon is trapped). While it is frozen the permafrost 
traps lots of dead plant material which cannot 
decompose, and that means the carbon trapped 
inside it cannot escape back into the atmosphere. 
As a result, as temperatures rise and permafrost melts 
more carbon dioxide and methane can escape into 
the atmosphere which then makes the planet warm 
further!

Ladakh, India during a drought. 
Image credit: Christopher Michel, CC BY 2.0

 Image credit worldatlas.com

Permafrost
 Image credit: NASA
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Mitzi is a climate justice activist based in 
Metro Manila, Philippines. She is the convenor 
and international spokesperson of Youth 
Advocates for Climate Action Philippines 
(YACAP) which is like the Fridays For Future of 
the Philippines. She is also active in Fridays for 
Future International, advocating for climate 
justice and making sure that voices of Most 
Affected Peoples and Areas (MAPA)’s strikers 
are heard, amplified, and given space. In 
2020 she was involved in planning the Global 
Climate strikes with Greta Thunberg and 
other activists.

She first became an activist in 2017 after 
integrating with indigenous leaders of her 
country which pushed her to realise that 
system change is what we need for a just 
and greener society. You can find her 
sharing her voice online on her own social 
media and writing for larger websites about 
issues surrounding climate and injustice in 
the Philippines, a country where activism is 
diffcult and sometimes dangerous to take  
part in.

Mitzi Jonelle Tan

Image credit: Twitter @mitzijonelle

More info:
• Wikipedia
• See. Hear. Act. Do.
• Youth Advocates 

for Climate Action 
Philippines

Born
1997

 
Mitzi was also one of the organisers for Mock COP26, a youth 
conference held ahead of COP26 which had delegates 
from 140 countries and focused on amplifying youth, 
indigenous and MAPA’s voices. The discussions, decisions 
and recommendations outlined by this conference are 
intended to influence the decisions being made by world 
leaders at COP26 in November 2021.

“My country, the Philippines, is one of the most vulnerable 
countries in the world to the climate crisis. I grew up with 
typhoons banging on my door and having to do my 
homework by the candle light because the electricity is out 
because of the typhoons.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitzi_Jonelle_Tan
https://shado-mag.com/author/mitzi-jonelle-tan/
https://yacap.org/mitzijonelle/
https://yacap.org/mitzijonelle/
https://yacap.org/mitzijonelle/
https://www.instagram.com/mitzijonelle/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/mitzijonelle
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At the age of nine Ridhima sued the Indian 
government over climate change. Her home 
state of Uttarakhand has been devastated by 
heavy rains, flash floods and deadly landslides. 

She wants her government to prevent any more 
damage, but unfortunately the government 
dismissed her demands. She is also part of the 
group of climate activists who filed a complaint 
to the UN, claiming that several countries had 
violated the UN Rights of the Child by their 
refusal to combat climate change. You can 
look at the #ChildrenVsClimateCrisis section of 
this booklet to find out more.

Ridhima comes from a family of climate 
activists - her father has been working in her 
home state for 16 years to fight the effects 
of plastic pollution and climate change. Her 
current campaigns are to improve the air 
quality in India and to completely ban plastic.

“I want a better future. I want to save my future. 
I want to save our future. I want to save the 
future of all the children and all people of future 
generations.” 

Ridhima Pandey

Image credit: Sanctuary Nature 
Foundation

More info:
• Wikipedia
• Ridhima makes BBC’s 

100 influential women 
list

• Young Naturalist Award 
2020

Born
2007

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ridhima_Pandey
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/uttarakhand-s-climate-change-activist-ridhima-pandey-in-bbc-s-list-of-100-most-influential-women-globally/story-XnXbpzfyJ53WTVknfHGEWP.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/uttarakhand-s-climate-change-activist-ridhima-pandey-in-bbc-s-list-of-100-most-influential-women-globally/story-XnXbpzfyJ53WTVknfHGEWP.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/uttarakhand-s-climate-change-activist-ridhima-pandey-in-bbc-s-list-of-100-most-influential-women-globally/story-XnXbpzfyJ53WTVknfHGEWP.html
https://sanctuarynaturefoundation.org/award/ridhima-pandey
https://sanctuarynaturefoundation.org/award/ridhima-pandey
https://www.instagram.com/ridhimapandeyy/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/ridhimapandey7?lang=en
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Rita is a climate activist based in Moscow, 
Russia, but she is originally from the far north of 
the country. 

She is a Fridays For Future coordinator which 
is particularly challenging in Russia because 
there are strict rules law prohibiting mass 
protest and people under 18 from organising 
protests. Many of their protests have to be 
done completely alone or in diffcult to  
reach locations because of the influence 
of these laws, and many climate activists in 
Russia have been sent to jail just for peaceful 
protests.

Her two biggest demands in Russia are to 
increase the education and awareness of 
climate change(something which is still not 
taught in schools in Russia), and for the Russian 
government to reduce its use of fossil fuels. 

She sees one of her biggest roles as a climate 
activist to be educating people,making sure 
that people in Russia understand  how climate 
change affects them.

“It can catch the attention of people, if they 
see someone standing with a poster that 
says ‘system change, not climate change’ 
for instance and then they are at least asking 
themselves ‘what does it mean? What’s 
the problem?’” 

Rita Naumenko

Image credit: globalwitness.org

More info:
• Meet the young 

Russian activists risking 
ther freedom for the 
climate

Born
2003/4

https://www.globalwitness.org/en/blog/meet-young-russian-activists-risking-their-freedom-climate/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/blog/meet-young-russian-activists-risking-their-freedom-climate/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/blog/meet-young-russian-activists-risking-their-freedom-climate/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/blog/meet-young-russian-activists-risking-their-freedom-climate/
https://www.instagram.com/paaiegen/
https://twitter.com/paaiegen?lang=en
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Countries Most at Risk
Climate change does not affect the planet equally. 

Some countries are at a much higher risk of being impacted. For example, near to or south 
of the equator, where many of the world’s poorest countries are located, are more likely to 
experience the effects of climate change. These countries tend to suffer from more extreme 
weather events such as hurricanes, flooding and heat waves, which can result in millions of 
dollars of damage including loss of housing and electricity, contaminated water supplies, 
healthcare costs and much more. 

Many developing nations struggle to recover from the impacts of climate change and 
have few resources to help protect themselves from future catastrophes. In contrast, more 
developed countries have the ability to mitigate the impacts of climate change e.g. by 
building flood defences or harvesting water. They also have dedicated budgets for disaster 
recovery and climate change putting them at much lower risk. 

Unfortunately, the countries that have the fewest resources to battle climate change are also 
the ones contributing to it the least. The maps below highlight this inequality showing CO2 
emissions per person, per country, on the left, and the impact climate change has had on 
the economy to the right. As you can see many of the green areas (i.e. those least impacted) 
have the highest emissions. It is important to note that the impact map below does not take 
into account the effect climate change has on individuals such as mental or physical health 
issues, homelessness and loss of life.

It is vital for developed countries to recognise this inequality and increase their efforts to 
reduce emissions whilst supporting countries with fewer resources.  There can be an “out 
of sight out of mind” attitude and this is where our youth activists come in! Lots of young 
people are now fighting for equity and climate justice. The three activists mentioned below 
come from high risk countries but are based in developed countries and are standing up to 
represent the nations most impacted by climate change. 

Map Source: Noah S. Diffenbaugh (Global warming has increased global economic inequality, Proceedings of 
the National Academy of Sciences, May 2019) Via NationalGeographic.com
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Born in India, and raised in Oman, Aneesa Khan knows first-hand the impacts of the fossil fuel 
industry and climate change.  In 2015, at the same time world leaders were signing the Paris 
Climate Agreement, Aneesa’s hometown of Chennai, India was hit by catastrophic floods. 
She knew that sitting around talking about what to do wasn’t enough and action needed to 
be taken immediately. 

This led her to work for multiple climate focused charities including: Friends of Earth, The 
Wilderness Society and Earth in Brackets before becoming the executive director for 
SustainUS. During COP24 in 2017, Aneesa led a delegation confronting climate leaders on 
their lack of progress. A key message from their team was: “Those most impacted by climate 
change, international trade agreements, and UN treaties are not at the decision-making 
table”. 

Aneesa spends her time inspiring young people to get involved with climate justice and 
telling the stories of those most impacted 
by climate change, all while pressuring 
the large polluting industries to make the 
changes needed to fight climate change. 
She has recently completed a Masters 
in Environmental Policy and Regulation 
at The London School of Economics and 
been appointed the communications 
offcer at Oil Change International.

Aneesa Khan

Image credit: globalwitness.org

More info:
• Sustain US
• Oil  Change 

International
• Young people can 

change the future

Born
1995/6

https://sustainus.org/people/aneesa-khan/
http://priceofoil.org/
http://priceofoil.org/
https://aplus.com/v/86580/aneesa-khan-believes-young-people-can-change-the-future/
https://aplus.com/v/86580/aneesa-khan-believes-young-people-can-change-the-future/
https://www.instagram.com/aneesa.khan/
https://twitter.com/aneesa_khan95/
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Mya-Rose is a British, Bangladeshi ornithologist also 
known as Birdgirl. Her expertise and passion for birds 
and nature led her to become the youngest British 
person to receive an honorary doctorate.  

The University of Bristol awarded this in recognition of 
the non-profit organisation she set up at just 14 years 
old, Black2Nature.  The main focus of Black2Nature is 
providing “equal access to nature for all”. 

Mya-Rose runs outdoor nature camps for visible 
minority ethnic children and young adults inspiring 
them to fall in love with wildlife and encouraging them 
to stand up for their planet. 

She has spent her life fighting for environmental and 
racial justice and has recently released a book ‘We 
Have a Dream’ featuring the climate stories of 30 
young indigenous and people of colour. 

“My family in Bangladesh are already suffering 
because of climate breakdown. My grandfather’s 
village had their rice crop swept away by unseasonal 
flooding. There are a million stories like this.”

She is a prominent activist and speaker who has 
completed a TED talk, featured on TV, written multiple 
articles, led campaigns and to top it all off she is the 
youngest person to see half the world’s birds. 

Mya – Rose Craig

Image credit: Twitter @birdgirluk

More info:
• birdgirl
• Wikipedia

Born
2002

https://www.birdgirluk.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mya-Rose_Craig
https://www.instagram.com/birdgirluk
https://twitter.com/BirdgirlUK
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Vic Barrett was only 12 when Hurricane Sandy hit his hometown of New York: the power was 
cut off, water supplies were contaminated and houses were destroyed. His community was 
left broken. 

Hurricane Sandy shone a light on climate inequality in the US as the majority of areas severely 
impacted were predominantly African-American. A study showed that only 14% of people in 
these communities had home insurance or flood prevention measures, compared to 86% in 
white neighbourhoods. Not long after this, Vic joined Global Kids, an organisation that works 
with underserved communities to educate and inspire youths to take action on critical world 
issues.  

Vic belongs to the Afro-Indigenous Garifuna community who settled in Honduras hundreds 
of years ago. This community has already been affected by climate change and rising sea 
levels. His personal experiences and indigenous roots led him on a path to fight for climate 
justice standing up for everyone disproportionately impacted by climate change. 

“I’m young and I’m Latinx and I’m Black and I’m queer and I’m a first-generation American. 
This [Climate Justice] is something that really affects a lot of the identities that I hold and 
a lot of people like me.’ And I just couldn’t ignore it after that.”  “When you have this lived 
experience of feeling unheard or unlistened to, or ignored, you kind of want to prevent that for 
other people”

In 2015 Vic joined a group of environmentalists who have taken on the US Government 
in Juliana Vs. United States. The lawsuit called for a more progressive plan to reduce CO2 
emissions and claimed that by allowing activities that harmed the climate the government 
had violated youth rights.  

Vic Barrett

Image credit: Alliance for Climate Education

More info:
• Global Kids
• Alliance for Climate 

Education

Born
2002

https://globalkids.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Garifuna
https://www.ourchildrenstrust.org/juliana-v-us
https://globalkids.org/
https://acespace.org/
https://acespace.org/
https://www.instagram.com/vicbarrett
https://twitter.com/vict_barrett
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Brazil
The largest country in South America is Brazil 
- it’s about three times bigger than the second-
largest country, Argentina. It is home to 211 million 
people and over 220 million cows - only India has 
a bigger cow population. Having so many cows is 
bad for the environment - a lot of carbon dioxide 
is created when producing feed for the animals 
and transporting them. Not only that, but cows 
belch a lot of methane, another greenhouse gas.

These huge farms also contribute to another large climate change problem in Brazil: 
deforestation. Large areas of the Amazon rainforest have been cleared to make space for 
livestock to graze. Between the summers of 2017 and 2018, about 3000 square miles of the 
rainforest was cut down, according to satellite images. That’s a bigger area than the whole of 
Aberdeenshire - all within one year. Deforestation is a big climate change issue because trees 
absorb carbon dioxide and stop it from going into the atmosphere. By cutting them down, 
the carbon dioxide can’t be absorbed - and if the wood is burned, that releases it all back 
into the atmosphere again.

South America
South America is a fascinating continent 
because it has a really varied range of 
climates and environments. The famous 
Amazon rainforest is home to thousands 
of species of trees, birds and fish, and 
hundreds of mammals. The Atacama 
desert is the driest sandy desert in the 
world, receiving less than 1mm of rain each 
year. The Andes is the longest mountain 
range in the world - about 5,500 miles 
long. That’s roughly the same distance 
you’d cover if you flew from Edinburgh to 
Shanghai!
There are 14 countries in South America. 
Because the physical landscape across the 
continent is so varied, each nation is being 
affected in very different ways by climate 
change. 

Image credit: National Geographic

How are South American countries being 
affected by climate change?

Image credit: Pixabay
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Argentina
Argentina is predicted to be hit quite hard by 
climate change, particularly due to increases 
in heat waves and droughts. In December 
2013, Argentina was hit by a severe heatwave 
where almost every single part of the country 
was much hotter than normal. Some areas 
were 15°C warmer than they would normally 
be at that time of year. So many people 
turned on the air conditioning to deal with the 
heat that there ended up being widespread 
power shortages.

The map above shows how hot Argentina got during this heat wave. The white areas are 
those where the temperature was the same as the average in previous years. However, 
you can see that most areas are orange or red, which shows that they were far hotter than 
normal.

Image credit: NASA Earth Observatory

Venezuela
Other South American countries are also vulnerable to weather changes that are predicted 
to increase due to climate change. For example, Venezuela is experiencing droughts and 
has lost four glaciers since the 1990s, but there is unrest within the country due to problems 
within the government, meaning climate change has not been a priority. Their economy also 
relies heavily on money made from fossil fuels. 

Image credit: AP News

Paraguay
Paraguay on the other hand generates almost 
all of its electricity through hydropower instead 
of fossil fuels. Unfortunately, it is experiencing 
higher amounts of rainfall and flooding due to 
storms. This can disrupt supplies of electricity 
and water, and cut off roads to access rural 
areas of the country. 40% of the population 
live in rural areas so this puts a lot of people 
at risk of being cut off from the rest of the 
country.
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Who are some of the youth activists campaigning for 
change?
We have picked three activists from South America who are pushing for governments to take 
responsibility and act to combat climate change. All three of them are indigenous people 
who have been adversely affected by the destruction and exploitation of the land they have 
grown up on. Indigenous groups have intimate knowledge of their land and can offer a lot of 
wisdom about how to tackle problems like the ones arising due to climate change. You can 
learn more about current work being done via our Indigenous Solutions resource, and about 
more Indigenous activists in the Indigenous Peoples section of this resource. 

Activity: Make an Animoto Video
Inspired by Erisvan Bone Guajajara making videos about issues important in his life, we want 
you to try making a video of your own! If you don’t know where to begin, you can try using 
Animoto. It is a free website where you can use different pictures, GIFs, text and music to 
make your own video.

First, though, have a think about what you would like your video to be about. Consider the 
following:

1. Who or what am I talking about? - Is it an inspiring person, or an interesting topic? How is 
the person or topic important?

2. What information or stories can I share? - Any fun facts or exciting tales? You want your 
audience to watch to the end, so keep it interesting!

3. What do I want my audience to take from this? - Are you teaching them something, or do 
you just want them to have a fun time watching it? Are you making them think? Laugh? 
Cry? All of the above?

You might want to write down some of your ideas. Then, once you are ready to start making 
your video, head over to Animoto and make an account (it’s free!).

There are more options for you to experiment with, but we’ll leave that to you! We have made 
a video of our own about COP26 so you can see the kind of thing you can make. Click below

https://www.dynamicearthonline.co.uk/resources/indigenous-solutions-to-climate-change
https://animoto.com/
https://animoto.com/play/ukyZBBIpycAkBDBMs5dJ3Q


dynamicearthonline.co.uk

43

Artemisia Xakriabá
In September 2019 many young people 
went to New York to take part in a Global 
Climate Strike. Artemisa, who was 19 years 
old then, addressed thousands of people 
in the audience to explain the plight of the 
Xakriabá people in her home country of 
Brazil.

She stated clearly that the Amazon is 
burning, with the rainforest being cut 
down and periods of drought affecting 
the country because the government is not 
putting policies into place to protect the land. 
Because the government is treating the land 
badly, the effects of climate change are 
more severe. This is particularly damaging for 
indigenous groups like the Xakriabá because 
they live closely alongside nature:

Image credit: Washington Post

“We, the indigenous peoples, are the children of nature, so we fight for our Mother Earth, 
because the fight for Mother Earth is the mother of all other fights. We are fighting for your 
lives. We are fighting for our lives. We are fighting for our sacred territory.”

The Xakriabá people are protesting against the actions of the president of Brazil, Jair 
Bolsonaro, following his approval of using the land they live on for mining and farming. They 
are also campaigning for the government to take action against the spread of wildfires in the 
rainforest. 

Artemisa says that the best way you can help the Xakriabá people, even from the other 
side of the world, is to make sure you don’t buy products that are linked to deforestation in 
the Amazon. It can be hard to know if something you’ve bought is linked or not, but a good 
way to see if a product is ethical is to look out for one or more of the following labels on the 
packaging:

More info:
• Products from tropical 

rainforests - WWF

Born
2000

https://www.wwf.org.uk/updates/ten-products-and-ingredients-come-tropical-forests
https://www.wwf.org.uk/updates/ten-products-and-ingredients-come-tropical-forests
https://www.instagram.com/artemisa_xakriaba/
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Helena Gualinga

Helena is part of the Kichwa Sarayaku in Ecuador, a community of approximately 1500 
people. The year Helena was born - 2002 - was the year that an oil company started 
extracting oil from the Sarayaku’s land without warning. The Ecuadorian government had 
authorised it without having conversations with the community who lived there. This meant 
that during Helena’s childhood, her community was resisting fossil fuel companies that were 
disrupting their way of life. When extracting oil, much of the land was destroyed, including 
sites sacred to the Sarayaku.

Unfortunately, the Ecuadorian government has authorised fossil fuel extraction in several 
different areas, many of which are inhabited by native people who have lived there for many 
years. People often do not hear about the efforts indigenous peoples go to to protect their 
land as it doesn’t make the news. Their efforts have paid off though: the Sarayaku took the 
government to court in 2012 over their actions and won the case.

Helena was 10 when this happened and it inspired her to continue fighting back against 
companies damaging her native land. She has tried to actively make a difference through 
the ‘Polluters Out’ campaign, an international project where young people are pushing to 
stop fossil fuel companies from damaging environments around the world.

Image credit: Twitter @Amazonwatch

Born
2002

More info:
• Profile on Helena
• Helena addressing 

COP25

https://pollutersout.org/
https://twitter.com/amazonwatch
https://www.instagram.com/helenagualinga/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/sumakhelena
https://latinamericareports.com/helena-gualinga-voice-indigenous-communities-fight-climate-change/4192/
https://twitter.com/ajplus/status/1205322700446547968
https://twitter.com/ajplus/status/1205322700446547968
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Erisvan Bone Guajajara
Erisvan describes himself as a defender 
of indigenous rights. He is the founder 
of Mídia India, a network for indigenous 
people and a means for them to be 
visible digitally. He is a strong advocate 
for digital communication, as it means 
activism can be carried out and 
witnessed far and wide.

Image credit: Greenpeace

More info:
• If Not Us Then Who?

He uses his Instagram to inform people of legal action that 
indigenous peoples have taken to protect their land and ways of 
life. It is also a way to share links to consultations and petitions that 
people can sign and respond to to have their opinions heard. By 
using social media as a platform to share this information, Erisvan 
has been able to highlight how people in Brazil are suffering 
because of deforestation and destruction of land, and gain 
support from other activists to fight back.

Erisvan and 11 other young people from 
the Guajajara community in Brazil received 
audiovisual training via a project called “Coisa 
de Indio”. As part of this he put together a short 
film about the Guajajara culture and how their 
way of life has been threatened. You can see 
it here, although it is all in Portuguese and not 
English! 

If you wanted to make a video about an issue 
that was important to you, what do you think 
you would put in it?

https://www.instagram.com/itaynwa/
https://ifnotusthenwho.me/who/erisvan-bone-guajajara/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8xaZ8wEiF34&t=6s
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Oceania
Which countries are in Oceania?

Image credit: National Geographic

Oceania is made up 
of over 10,000 islands, 
mostly in the Pacific 
Ocean. 

As you can see in this 
map, Australia, Papua 
New Guinea, and New 
Zealand are by far the 
biggest countries in 
Oceania. There are many 
smaller countries, states 
and territories, such as 
Samoa, Tonga, and Fiji. 
The smallest independent 
country is Nauru, which is 
only 8.1 square miles!

This map shows three different 
culturally distinct groupings of islands: 
Micronesia, Melanesia, and Polynesia. 
Together these are often referred to 
as the Pacific Islands. These islands 
were all previously colonised by other 
larger countries including the UK, USA, 
Japan, and France.

You may have predicted from the 
name ‘Oceania’ that the ocean is 
incredibly important to the people 
who live in these nations. Many Pacific 
Islanders rely on the ocean, and live 
in harmony with it. The effects that 
climate change is having on the 
oceans are therefore having a direct 
impact on the people who live there.

Image credit: Kahuroa, Wikipedia
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Why are the Pacific Islands already severely affected by 
climate change?
There are several ways that the Pacific Islands are being affected by climate change, but one 
of the clearest impacts is the result of rising sea levels.

Sea levels are rising for two main reasons:
1. The oceans are expanding as they get warmer.

2. More liquid water is pouring into the oceans as the polar ice caps melt. 

As the sea rises, coastlines are flooded and submerged underwater. For island nations, this 
can mean a lot of damage can be done to communities - for example, people may have to 
leave their homes or they may struggle to do their jobs. 

Some areas in Micronesia have already been lost to rising sea levels - aerial images show that 
six small uninhabited islands were fully submerged in between 2007 and 2014, according to 
researchers at universities in Australia. It is only a matter of time until this starts happening to 
more islands which are inhabited by people.

What about Australia and New Zealand?
Many areas in Australia already experienced very high temperatures, but they are creeping 
even higher. Australia also already experienced unreliable patterns of rainfall, and levels 
are simply becoming even more unpredictable. This is making the country more prone to 
heatwaves, droughts, wildfires, and floods (because when the rain does come, it’s more 
intense).

Most people in Australia live on the coasts 
which, like the Pacific Islands, will be affected 
by rising sea levels. Many people also rely on 
money generated by tourism as people come 
to visit areas such as the Great Barrier Reef, 
but this - along with other ecosystems - is in 
danger of being damaged by increasing ocean 
temperatures. In fact, in June 2021, the UN stated 
that the Great Barrier Reef should be listed as 
being ‘in danger’ due to being damaged by 
temperatures and pollution resulting from climate 
change.

However, as of August 2021, the Australian 
government has still not pledged to attempt to 
go ‘net zero’ - balancing the production of greenhouse gas emissions with sustainable energy 
emissions - by 2050. Many scientists and governments are saying that Australia is not doing 
enough to tackle climate change and have criticised the prime minister, Scott Morrison, for 
not taking climate change seriously.

The Great Barrier Reef is a World Heritage Site, 
meaning it has great scientific and cultural 

significance.
Image credit: Pixabay
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New Zealand’s government is doing more to combat climate change. In December 2020 
they declared climate change an ‘emergency’ and prime minister Jacinda Ardern called it 
“one of the greatest challenges of our time”. 

In 2019 Jacinda Ardern spoke with the World Economic Forum about the dangers of climate change. 
Credit: @wef, Twitter

Like Australia, New Zealand is experiencing more wildfires. Additionally, as with the Pacific 
Islands, sea levels are expected to rise and damage areas significantly - approximately two-
thirds of communities living in New Zealand live within 5km of the coast. Flooding is expected 
to get much more common which will have significant consequences for much of the 
population. 

New Zealand also has more than 3000 glaciers, which have shrunk in volume by a third over 
the past 40 years. This is causing problems for farmers in the areas as water melts and floods 
into their land, as well as affecting plant and animal life that live in those areas.

Both Australia and New Zealand have experienced negative impacts as a result of climate 
change, and are predicted to be hit hard in future if climate change is not addressed 
properly. However, they are the two most industrialised countries in Oceania. As a result, they 
are better equipped to deal with the potential impacts of climate change than many of the 
smaller nations.
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Litokne Kabua
Litokne Kabua lives in the Marshall Islands, part of 
Micronesia. His family historically relied on fishing to 
make money and provide food, but with the increasing 
temperatures, it has become harder for them to catch 
fish and sustain themselves. Litokne is one of the 16 young 
people involved in #ChildrenVsClimateCrisis, a petition 
against the UN to hold countries to account to make them 
fight back against climate change. You can learn more 
about it by going to the #ChildrenVsClimateCrisis section in 
this booklet.

Litokne is personally affected by rising sea levels because it 
is impacting his way of life already. The Marshall Islands are 
made up of 29 atolls - a type of island made up of coral, 
which surrounds a lagoon - and 5 islands. Each of them are 
low-lying - only about 7 feet above sea level. It won’t take 
long for oceans to rise and swallow many of these areas up. 
It also means they are very vulnerable to stormy seas - a big 
wave can easily be more than 7 feet tall.

The increasing temperature of the oceans is also damaging 
the coral that makes up the atolls. Coral is alive, but cannot 
survive if the water gets too warm. Many fish rely on food 
that lives in and around coral reefs, so if the coral starts 
to die, these fish won’t have food supplies, meaning the 
fish populations fall too. This is putting fishing families, like 
Litokne’s, at risk of losing food supplies and jobs.

The Marshall Islands are also experiencing more extreme 
weather, such as typhoons and droughts. Stormy weather 
causes damage to buildings and communities and droughts 
have caused water shortages (because they cannot drink 
the salty ocean water that surrounds their islands, so they still 
rely on rainfall to ensure a supply of clean drinking water).

Image credit: Heirs to Our Oceans
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More info:
• Video: Why cliamte 

activism is important
• Okeanos Foundation

Majuro Atoll is an example of a large 
coral atoll in the Marshall Islands. It is 

home to over 25,000 people.
Image credit: Christopher Michel

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsHzMFd4JhQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsHzMFd4JhQ
https://okeanos-foundation.org/on-the-frontline-of-the-climate-crisis-in-marshall-islands/
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Carlos Manuel
Carlos Manuel lives in Palau, which is also part of 
Micronesia. It lies to the east of the Philippines, where 
Carlos spent his childhood. Carlos is another member 
of #ChildrenVsClimateCrisis and visited the UN’s 
headquarters in 2019 to urge adults in power to take 
action and help countries like Palau to survive the 
worsening effects of climate change.

When addressing the UN, Carlos stated that Palauan 
people are being forced from their homes due to rising 
sea levels and severe weather damage. Memories and 
cultures are also at risk:

“Losing a home is not that easy, especially if your ancestors have lived there for hundreds of 
years. Our future depends on them, so I’m asking that our leaders must act now, while we still 
have an island to live in, because I don’t want our island to disappear and be swallowed up 
by the ocean. We’re islanders and we depend on our island.” 

Palau is also becoming increasingly 
vulnerable to extreme weather. 
Typhoons - tropical storms - are 
common in nearby countries like the 
Philippines, but typically Palau is not 
often hit by them. However, it was 
hit badly in 2013 by Supertyphoon 
Haiyan, and in April 2021 it was struck 
by Supertyphoon Surigae, though it 
didn’t make many headlines in the 
western world. Winds blowing up to 

speeds of 84mph swept the island. Water, electricity and mobile phone networks were down 
for a few days and 125 homes were destroyed; damage across Palau was around £3,500,000.

Nobody in Palau was killed, but there were ten deaths in the Philippines. With climate change 
causing extreme weather events like typhoons to become more common, there will be a 
higher and higher risk of people not surviving storms like this in future.

You can see some footage of the 
strong winds filmed by Palauans as 
Supertyphoon Surigae hit the country 
here.

Image credit: rnz.co.nz
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Koror City, the largest city in Palau.
Image credit: Jean-Bernard Carillet, Lonely Planet

https://childrenvsclimatecrisis.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25sQlnyAqt8
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Jean Hinchliffe
Jean is an Australian climate activist who 
campaigns against the continued use of 
fossil fuels, and for Australia to become 
carbon-neutral. In 2015 she attended 
the UN Climate Summit in New York after 
having organised youth climate strikes at 
her high school in Sydney. As a child, she 
was exposed to a lot of news about the 
impact of climate change on Australia’s 
environment:

“I mean I’ve spent my life growing up surrounded by this constant news of polar ice caps 
melting and the Great Barrier Reef dying and animals losing their homes and bushfires and 
floods. And that’s been really scary for me growing up, knowing that this is my future.”

Jean describes herself as passionate about teaching and educating other people about 
climate action, as well as an activist fighting for change. After prime minister Scott Morrison 
said on TV that he disapproved of the School Strike for Climate movement, there was a 
large pushback from teenagers across the country to show that it was a topic they were 
passionate about, and the Fridays for Future movement began to grow rapidly.

Talking on the ChangeMakers podcast, which you can 
listen to here, Jean says that it’s hard to exist knowing the 
threat of climate change is there, but that she feels less 
anxious about it when she campaigns because she knows 
she is doing everything she can to tackle it. However, there 
have been frustrating moments: for example, she has had 
opportunities to meet politicians to discuss how to tackle 
climate change. She found that many of them were not at 
all open to being convinced of the severity of the problem 
and treated her in a condescending way. It made it clear 
to her that you have to really stand your ground to fight for 
what you believe in, even when people aren’t listening to 
you or taking you seriously.

Image credit: Twitter @jean_hinchliffe

Born
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In 2021, Jean released a book titled ‘Lead the Way: How to 
change the world from a teen activist and school striker’. 
It’s a guidebook for young people to advise them on ways 
to create change through activism, with tips on how to 
organise demonstrations and public speaking. Its message is 
that young people are already leading the way to a better 
future - and you can be part of it.

More info:
• Time Out 

Interview

https://changemakerspodcast.org/jean-hinchliffe-changemaker-chat/
https://www.instagram.com/jeanlola.h/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/jean_hinchliffe
https://www.timeout.com/sydney/things-to-do/time-outs-sustainability-future-shaper-jean-hinchliffe
https://www.timeout.com/sydney/things-to-do/time-outs-sustainability-future-shaper-jean-hinchliffe
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Climate Justice and Colonialism
What is climate justice?
When we think about the climate, we often think about 
it as part of our physical environment and the patterns 
of weather over time. However, climate change affects 
people in ethical and political ways too. For example, 
climate change causes events such as droughts, 
desertification and flooding, which governments then have 
to try and recover from, spending a lot of money to fix the 
damage and on preventing it from happening again.

It is important to realise that when these damaging events 
occur a lot in some places and not others, it means some 
people are affected really badly by climate change, and 
other people not so much. In other words, we don’t all feel 
the effects of climate change equally. 

That is what we mean by climate justice: 

Some people are affected by climate change much more 
severely than others, and it is not just, fair or reasonable. 

The Global North and Global South
Many of the countries most vulnerable to the 
effects of climate change are in the Global South. 
The Global South refers to developing countries, 
many of which are in southern areas of the planet. 
They are home to large communities of people of 
colour. The Global North is made up of wealthier 
countries which are mostly in the northern 
hemisphere. It is home to a higher proportion of 
white populations.

It is important to point out that the concept of 
the Global North and South is not as simple as 
a line drawn between parts of the world. Many 
developing countries are experiencing rapid 
social and economic development, and many 
developed countries are seeing large wealth inequalities. The differences are complex and 
maps showing the divide can vary. Overall, however, there is still a stark difference in wealth 
between many countries in the Global North and South.

Image credit: Nicaragua Solidarity 
Campaign

Average GDP in 2010: The countries in blue have 
economies that are above the world average 
GDP (a measure of their wealth). The countries 
in orange have GDPs below the world average. 
You can see that many (though not all) of the 

wealthier countries are in the north.
Image credit: - International Monetary Fund
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Countries in the Global South have generally contributed a lot less to climate change 
than countries in the Global North, but they are experiencing more regular and dangerous 
consequences. This is an example of climate injustice: communities there are more exposed 
to the hazards of climate change through no fault of their own.

In fact, research suggests that the Global North has produced 92% of the greenhouse gases 
that have contributed to climate change, whereas the Global South has produced only 8%!

Lots of activists recognise that this is unfair and 
they are fighting for climate justice. They are also 
declaring climate change as a racial issue, because 
it is disproportionately affecting people of colour.

To learn more about climate justice, you can watch 
the video ->

The history of climate change
Why are communities of colour and countries in the Global South more likely to feel the 
hazardous effects of climate change?  To answer this, let’s think about when climate change 
first started to occur.

We talk regularly about how human contributions to climate change started with the 
Industrial Revolution in the early 1800s, or with the invention of cars and planes. These things 
have all contributed to the issue, because they require the burning of fossil fuels, which 
produces greenhouse gases. 

However, widespread damage to the environment has been occurring in some parts of the 
world for centuries, long before the Industrial Revolution. This leaves these parts of the world 
particularly vulnerable to climate change today. This is in large part due to colonialism. The 
1500s was the era of the beginning of modern colonialism. 

Colonialism
Colonialism is defined as: 

‘the policy or practice of acquiring full or partial political 
control over another country, occupying it with settlers, and 

exploiting it economically’
In other words, colonialism is when one country has part or total control of another country. 
Large colonial empires from history include the British, French, Dutch, and Japanese empires. 
At the time, nations justified conquering other countries by claiming they were “barbaric” or 
“savage” and that they could make them civilised.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHRu0VV-Dbw
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Let’s look at the British Empire as an example. 

Beginning in the 1500s, 
Great Britain was one of 
the countries which ruled 
and controlled over many 
other countries in the world 
as part of the British Empire. 
It used this power to make 
a lot of money. This also 
caused a lot of damage 
to the land and to native 
communities. Some areas 
Great Britain ruled over 
include North America, 
India and large swathes of 
Africa. As recently as 1913, 
the British Empire ruled over 
a quarter of the world’s 
population.

This map shows the British Empire 100 years ago. It also previously ruled over 
other areas not shown in this map, such as parts of the United States before 

they declared independence.
Image credit: Maps on the Web

When Britain was colonising other parts of the world, they forced nations to give up their 
natural resources, like sugar, tobacco, bananas, cotton, and much more. They used slave 
labour to maintain the plantations where these natural resources were farmed. This was 
called a slave trade. A slave trade is where people from the colony countries were captured, 
transported, and sold to other countries. British colonists paid workers little to no money, and 
exploited the land for resources. They would then sell these resources to other countries for 
higher prices and make huge profits.

But what does this history of colonialism 
have to do with climate change? Well, 
when resources from developing countries 
are easily accessible and cheap, lots 
of people can take advantage of that 
situation by overusing the resources and 
selling as much as they can to make 
money. This is called overconsumption and 
many richer countries still do this today. 

A photograph of shelves in a US supermarket
Image credit: Wikimedia Commons.
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The Global North is made up of a lot of developed countries which import goods from the 
Global South but don’t always pay them a lot of money. This leads to people in the Global 
South being exploited and the natural environment being damaged. For example, land may 
be overgrazed by cattle, or extensively mined for metals and fossil fuels. As the environment 
is already damaged, the effects of climate change experienced by communities there can 
then be worse.

If you would like to learn more about how 
colonialism is linked to the environment 
and climate change, you can download 
a resource all about it here: 

One major effect of colonialism has been that many people of colour and communities on 
the frontlines of the threats of climate change have not had their voices heard. Below are 
three activists who are fighting to change this.

https://www.anewdirection.org.uk/what-we-do/schools/teaching-for-creativity/what-are-the-links-between-colonialism-the-environment
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Lola Fayokun
Lola is a climate activist and campaigner from London. 
Active in the UK Student Climate Network (UKSCN) and 
involved with other events such as EU Green Week and 
Youth COP, Lola is an advocate for the decolonisation of 
environmental and climate education.

She first got involved with climate activism through youth 
climate strikes and is vocal about their importance in 
making young people’s voices heard, and pushing for 
change in systems and policies that currently do not 
work. This is especially important in ensuring marginalised 
communities are not hit hard by the effects of the climate 
crisis. 

Lola also recognises that the climate change movement could and should be more diverse, 
and while it is important to act to make a difference in the fight against climate change, time 
needs to be made to think about diversity, the Global South, equality and fairness. It is also 
essential to recognise the different skills and abilities that people can bring to the cause in 
order to ensure everyone is fighting for a fair future.

Speaking to The Earth Issue, Lola said:

“I would advise young climate activists to not be intimidated by those who claim that we’re 
just being naive or overcatastrophising. The system that we currently have puts profit before 
people. Those who benefit from that don’t want us to rethink the current system and propose 
just solutions. But our planet is on the line and society’s most marginalised are already 
being hit hard by compounding crises. It’s important that we do what we can - not just as 
individuals, but in community - to fight for a better future, and that we continue to have hope 
in the possibility of radical change.”

Image credit: The Earth Issue
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More info:
• Interview with The 

Earth Issue

https://www.instagram.com/lola.fayokun/
https://linktr.ee/lolafayokun
https://www.theearthissue.com/news/change-makers-2021-lola-fayokun
https://www.theearthissue.com/news/change-makers-2021-lola-fayokun


dynamicearthonline.co.uk

57

Aryaana Khan

Aryaana Khan was born and raised 
in Bangladesh. She is a displaced 
immigrant who now lives in the USA, 
fighting for frontline communities’ voices 
to be heard as they are often forgotten in 
the climate change conversation. 

Many western countries, like the UK, manufacture goods 
in Bangladesh because the costs of production are much 
lower. This was the case in the colonial era too. Many 
clothes are produced in Bangladesh but industries and 
workers are pressured to make them as cheaply as possible. 
The people who work in the factories are paid very little and 
often the production of clothes has severe consequences 
for the environment. For example, a lot of water is used to 
produce clothes which can dry up or pollute water sources. 

Bangladesh is extremely vulnerable to the gruelling effects 
of climate change as many water sources flow through the 
country. It is also low-lying, meaning it is very vulnerable to 
rising sea levels.

Speaking to XQ Super School in 2019, Aryaana said:

“Start small. Look within—and towards the communities—you come from, and ask yourself 
about all the stories you and people know. Is there a common thread connecting all these 
stories? For me, I thought a lot about the floods and hurricanes, and the effects they have on 
the different communities I come from. As a young person who could not even vote to give 
these issues the limelight, activism looked a lot like me educating myself, and all those around 
me. The goal is not to change the world alone but to do something—anything—that can 
create a ripple. So, start small.”

Image credit: Alliance for Climate 
Education
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More info:
• Interview  with XQ 

superschool

https://twitter.com/aryaanakhan?lang=en
https://xqsuperschool.org/rethinktogether/8-young-activists-you-need-to-hear-from-today/
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Daphne Frias

Daphne Frias is a Latina activist from Harlem in New York 
City who has cerebral palsy. She wants to highlight the 
implications of the climate crisis for disabled people. 
Speaking to Mission Mag in 2021, Daphne said:

“When we think about the climate crisis, you think about 
the growing number of natural disasters that are going to be 
happening as a result. In those instances, you often are required to evacuate rapidly, but if 
you’re disabled you often don’t have the ability to get up and run. You also can’t afford to 
get your medical devices and mobility aid to get destroyed in these natural disasters.”

This highlights how disabled people may be disproportionately affected by the effects of 
climate change – an example of climate injustice. 

In addition, issues of climate justice are particularly important to Daphne because of the 
community she grew up in. She lives in a minority community and has witnessed first-hand 
how buildings such as factories are often located in areas of high deprivation. This means 
these areas are subjected to higher levels of pollution. This is an example of climate injustice 
that makes the climate conversation especially important to her.

Having seen such inequalities arising because of climate change, Daphne helped organise 
the September 2019 Climate Strikes in New York City alongside Greta Thunberg. Over 315,000 
people showed up to the New York strike! 

Daphne says that anyone can get involved in their own communities, and become an 
activist! The best place to start is by asking yourself: “is there anything I’m upset about?” 

Then, her further top tips are to: 
• Write letters and speak from the heart
• Don’t forget to be specific in your 

requests
• Get all your pals involved too!

Image credit: Oswego, State University 
of New York
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More info:
• Interview with 

Mission Mag

https://www.instagram.com/frias_daphne/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/frias_daphne
https://missionmag.org/meet-youth-activist-daphne-frias/
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Inspired by Daphne Frias’s tip to write letters and speak from the heart, we want you to join 
in on the Letters To The Earth project. Have a think about some of your fears, frustrations, your 
hopes and loves about what is happening in the world. 

Once you have done this, you are ready to write your letter! It can be written to anyone or 
anything: the Earth, the future, a person in a position of power, the sea or an animal. Think 
about some of the issues from this booklet; about the activists and how passionate they are. 
What world do you dream of? 

You can get super creative: it can be a letter, something poetic, or a form of art. Just express 
yourself in whatever way you feel most comfortable. Good luck! 

Click the image to go to the website!

Activity: Letters to the Earth

https://www.letterstotheearth.com/write-your-letter
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North America

Although we often 
think of North America 
being the United 
States and Canada it 
also includes Central 
America and the 
Caribbean. This 
means it contains a 
wide range of habits, 
environments and 
people who are all 
affected by climate 
change in different 
ways. 

We will highlight here some of the main impacts of climate change on these countries, but 
the effects are far more wide ranging than just these ones!

The USA
With a population of 328 million, the USA is dominant in both its contribution to climate 
change and its power in global politics to change climate policy. 

Working out which country produces the most greenhouse gases can be pretty tricky 
because it depends how you measure it. Is it…
• The total amount ever produced? 
• The amount of greenhouse gases produced in a given year? 
• The amount produced per person? 
• Does it include the greenhouse gases used to make products in other countries which are 

bought and used in another? 

Let’s look at a couple of the more straightforward measures as an example.

 

Image credit: National Geographic
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This pie chart shows the 
total greenhouse gas 
emissions of each country 
in 2017 (which is the most 
recent data). As you can 
see, China, followed by 
the USA and then India, 
are the biggest producers 
of greenhouse gases. 

However, when you look at it from a 
slightly different perspective, you get 
slightly different results.

This bar chart uses the same data 
to show how much greenhouse gas 
each country is producing per person 
(per capita). In this way of looking at 
emissions the USA produced the highest 
amount per person, followed closely by 
Canada and then South Korea. China 
has dropped all the way to 7th place.

The data used to make these graphs does not include the greenhouse gases made in one 
country and made in another. For example, if you live in the UK but buy a computer made in 
China, the greenhouse gases produced in making that computer and flying it to the UK are 
recorded as being produced in China. Do you think that is fair?

Lots and lots of the things we use every day in the UK are made in countries like China, India 
and Indonesia. Have a look at these countries on the graphs. What do you think might 
happen to their ranking if these emissions were attributed to the country who bought that 
product?

Whatever way you look at it, the USA is producing a huge amount of greenhouse gases, so 
the actions of its leaders and its people have a big effect on the climate crisis.

Image credit: National Geographic
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Climate Impacts

The USA covers a huge area with a huge 
number of biomes, so the impacts of 
climate change will be felt differently in 
different places. For much of the southern 
and central parts of the country rising 
temperatures will bring increased risks of 
drought, especially in regions which are 
already deserts. This will also increase the 
risk of wildfires and increase the likelihood 
of water shortages.

Throughout the whole country there is an increased 
chance of extreme weather events such as floods, 
storms and, particularly in the south west, hurricanes. 
A hurricane is a huge tropical storm which consists of 
very fast winds. These usually build up into huge swirling 
storms over the sea with lots of rain. If they get blown 
onto land then they can damage houses and roads 
as well as risk people’s lives and cause flooding. These 
hurricanes are becoming both more frequent and more 
powerful; September 2020 was the most active month of 
hurricanes in the Pacific Ocean ever recorded.

California wildfire in 2018
Image credit: CC BY-NC-SA 2.0 Keven Key- flickr

Satellite image of hurricane Isabel 
reaching the west coast of the USA in 

2003

Hurricane in Florida Flooding in New Orleans after Hurricane 
Katrina
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Canada
Canada has a bigger land mass than the USA but far fewer people. Unfortunately, it is still one 
of the world’s biggest contributors to climate change, coming just behind the USA in world 
rankings when looking at the amount of greenhouse gases emitted per person. Because 
Canada is so huge with people living so far apart, much of this comes from travel and the 
movement of food and goods to different areas.

The other way in which Canada contributes to climate change is through the exploitation 
of its expansive range of natural resources. Much of Canada’s income comes from the 
extraction of oil and gas and the mining of materials like gold and diamonds. As well as 
causing immediate damage in places where the resources are being extracted it also causes 
pollution and disruption to water supplies. This has a huge impact on the natural environment 
of the country.

Image credit: The National Observer, Canada
The impact of climate change will be felt particularly badly in the northern parts of Canada 
where many of the First Nations People live. This is because many parts of northern Canada 
are Arctic tundra, lying within the Arctic Circle - an ecosystem particularly sensitive to climate 
change. Rising temperatures are rapidly changing the environments in polar regions with 
the melting of sea ice, glaciers and permafrost all having disastrous effects on wildlife and 
people. 

For example, melting ice sheets mean that polar bears 
lose their hunting grounds and end up moving further 
inland, encountering cities where they endanger 
themselves and people. Many of the roads and 
buildings in the Arctic north are built on ground which 
is only stable when frozen; land which has permafrost. 
This is frozen soil which never melts. However, because 
of rising temperatures, this permanently frozen ground 
is melting and becoming mud. This is causing buildings 
and roads to collapse in catastrophic landslides.  All this 
melting ice also adds more water into our oceans which 
causes sea levels to rise.

 The town of Resolute in Canada is one of 
many northern communities where all the 
roads and buildings are constructed on 

permafrost. 
Image credit: Northern Pix, CC BY 2.0 via 

Wikimedia Commons
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Isra Hirsi

Isra Hirsi is a climate and social justice activist from Minneapolis, Minnesota. She is co-founder 
of US Youth Climate Strike, through which she has helped to organise hundreds of school 
strikes across the US. In 2019 She won a Brower Youth Award for her climate activism. She is the 
daughter of US Congresswoman Ilhan Omar. 

Isra is particularly concerned with the intersection of climate and social justice issues and 
has been involved with anti-racist and gun violence protests since the age of twelve. She 
works to diversify the people involved in climate action and climate discussions because she 
recognises that this is an issue which affects everyone, and as such needs solutions which 
involve everyone.

“When we talk about the climate crisis and we don’t talk about these communities that are 
being affected, we create this circle of it becoming a white issue, or an issue that doesn’t 
care about black and brown bodies. And that allows for solutions that don’t care about black 
and brown bodies.”

She has a brilliant TED talk on being a black woman in traditionally white spaces.

Image credit: Climate Change Resource
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More info:
• International 

Congress of Youth 
Voices

• Article in The Grist

https://www.ted.com/talks/isra_hirsi_the_angry_black_girl 
https://www.instagram.com/israhirsi/
https://twitter.com/israhirsi
https://www.internationalcongressofyouthvoices.com/isra-hirsi
https://www.internationalcongressofyouthvoices.com/isra-hirsi
https://www.internationalcongressofyouthvoices.com/isra-hirsi
https://grist.org/article/the-climate-movement-needs-more-people-like-me/
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Jerome Foster II
Jerome is the Founder & Executive Director of 
OneMillionOfUs, an international youth voting 
organization that is building a uniting youth coalition 
between the 5 major youth social movements:
• Gun violence
• Climate change
• Immigration reform
• Gender equality
• Racial equality
The coalition combines these movements with the 
goal to educate, energize, and mobilize one million 
young people to vote in their national elections. He 
believes strongly in the power of children and young 
people to make a difference.

Image credit: OneMillionOfUs
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More info:
• Wikipedia
• OneMillionOfUs 

Instagram

“Young people need to 
keep marching. We can’t be 
complacent. It’s up to us to save 
our future.”

He began his activism as a climate striker and protested outside the White House, sometimes 
by himself, for 58 consecutive Fridays. He has now led some of the biggest climate strikes 
in the US and has a role on the White House Environmental Justice Advisory Council for the 
current US government. This board advises the government on issues surrounding climate 
change and its intersection with other social justice issues.

“No one wants to be fighting for clean air in 2030. When you aren’t able to plan for your future, 
you aren’t able to feel secure. When everything is destabilizing and you don’t have a fallback 
plan, that’s incredibly devastating.”

https://www.instagram.com/jeromefosterii/
https://twitter.com/JeromeFosterII
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerome_Foster_II
https://www.instagram.com/onemillionofus/
https://www.instagram.com/onemillionofus/
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Nadia Nazar
Nadia is an artist and youth climate 
activist from Baltimore. She uses her 
artwork to capture the urgency of 
the climate crisis. She has organized 
multiple community art builds for 
climate demonstrations. By using art 
to help spread climate messages, 
empower youth protesters and to 
mobilise communities Nadia shows 
how you can use any of your skills 
and talents to help fight the climate 
crisis.

Image credit: Stuart Holton
Born

2002/3

More info:
• Zero Hour
• Zero Hour instagram
• Zero Hour Twitter

Nadia is also the Co-Executive Director and Co-Founder of Zero Hour, the youth led climate 
justice organization. She is currently the Art Director as well organizing with other young 
creative people to provide beautiful and powerful art for demonstrations. 

“Together, the youth are shaking the systems that have 
supported the climate crisis, including racism, patriarchy, 
colonialism, and capitalism.”
To see some of her artwork go to her website

https://www.instagram.com/nadianazar/
https://twitter.com/nadiabaltimore
http://thisiszerohour.org/
https://www.instagram.com/thisiszerohour/
https://twitter.com/ThisIsZeroHour
https://nadianazar.com/work
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Makasa Looking Horse
Makaśa Looking Horse was born on Six Nations territory in Ontario and is Mohawk and Lakota. 
She has completed Lakota and Mohawk rites of passage ceremonies known as Ishnati and 
Ohero:kon. She has been a Sundance leader for the women for 11 years and is most known 
for her activism with Six Nations on water security. 

Image credit: Makasa Looking Horse

Born
1996/7

More info:
• Makasa took on Nestle
• Ohneganos Instagram
• Indigenous Ecological 

Knowledge

Her activism is focused on clean water and 
the rights of First Nation people to control 
their ancestral lands. She was driven to 
become a climate activist because only 9% 
of the people living in her community have 
access to clean drinking water and climate 
change will only make this worse. 

“We should be at the forefront and they (the 
federal government) should know how to be 
a good ally and support us 100 per cent.”

She has held many protests fighting for clean water for her community and has worked 
alongside traditional governments to fight big corporations, including handing Nestle a Cease 
and Desist Letter on behalf of the Confederacy to stop them from removing billions of litres of 
water from her communities’ water supply. 

“I can’t sit back and watch all these terrible things happening. 
I have to take action and fight for our water and our land.” 

https://www.instagram.com/kasa_lh/
https://linktr.ee/ohneganos
https://iicanada.org/magazine/in-focus/why-maka%C5%9Ba-looking-horse-fighting-right-water
https://www.instagram.com/ohneganos/
https://www.ohneganos.com/
https://www.ohneganos.com/
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United Kingdom and the UKSCN
What is the UK government 
doing to combat climate 
change?
In May 2019, the UK parliament declared a 
climate emergency.

A month later - in June 2019 - the UK 
parliament passed legislation saying it will be 
a ‘net zero’ emitter of greenhouse gases by 
2050. This means it will balance the amount 
of greenhouse gases it produces with the 
amount removed from the atmosphere.

As of summer 2021, the UK is not yet on 
track to achieve net zero by 2050 - it is a 
tough target so more needs to be done to 
achieve it. Some examples of ways the UK are 
currently attempting to reduce emissions are:
• Closing coal-fired power stations - only three remain in the UK and are all planned to be 

closed by 2024;
• Stopping sales of new petrol and diesel cars by 2030;
• No new homes built from 2025 onwards will have gas boilers.

However, even though these actions have been put in place to reduce greenhouse gases, 
there are other related projects that will create high levels of emissions:
• Although there is a plan to close coal-fired power stations, there is a new coal mine called 

Woodhouse Colliery being proposed in Cumbria;
• There has been a controversial decision to allow further exploration of undersea oil 

resources in Cambo oil field, near the coast of Shetland;
• There is a plan to stop sales of cars that create high levels of pollution, but the UK 

government plans to build 4000 miles of new roads by 2025.

In December 2020, Prime Minister Boris Johnson declared a target of reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions by 68% by 2030 (compared to levels in 1990). There are a lot of ongoing 
discussions about whether the UK is doing enough to meet this target, or whether these 
targets are even good enough - some argue they are too late. These discussions will continue 
at COP26 as countries talk about their climate change policies and actions.

Image credit: @10DowningStreet Twitter
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What is the Scottish government doing to combat climate 
change?

In September 2019, the Scottish 
government passed legislation 
committing to becoming net zero by 
2045 - five years earlier than the rest of 
the UK. They also adopted a target of 
reducing emissions by 75% by 2030 - 7% 
more of a reduction than the rest of the 
country in that time period.

The UK has ambitious climate targets; Scotland even more so. To achieve these goals, there 
are a lot of challenges that the Scottish government has to find solutions for and create 
policies and laws for too. Some of the actions the Scottish government are planning include:
• Introducing ‘Low Emission Zones’ in cities in 2022, where vehicles that create a lot of 

pollution will not be allowed access;
• Stopping biodegradable waste going straight to landfill by 2025;
• Restoring at least 250,000 hectares of peatland by 2030, which can absorb carbon dioxide 

and support wildlife;
• Making trains carbon-neutral by 2035;
• Upgrading heating and cooling systems in buildings to make them energy effcient by  

2035.

These sit alongside other commitments in Scotland’s “Climate 
Change Plan”, with the hope that Scotland can stick to the 
promise made in the Paris Agreement to minimise greenhouse 
gas emissions. Click the image to read the plan.

Two young activists from Scotland who are pushing for climate 
policy reform and meaningful action are Dylan Hamilton and 
Holly Gillibrand.

Image credit: Scottish Government Blogs

https://www.gov.scot/publications/securing-green-recovery-path-net-zero-update-climate-change-plan-20182032/documents/
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Dylan Hamilton
Dylan is a 16-year-old activist from West 
Lothian in Scotland. He has been selected to 
attend The Youth Summit, a meeting being 
held in September 2021 to devise proposals 
for representatives in the run-up to COP26, as 
well as COP26 itself. In an interview with Sky 
News, Dylan said:

“Hopefully we get even more 
radical action than we saw [in 
Paris]. And this time countries 
actually follow it.”
Regarding the potential discussions taking 
place at COP26 this year, he is concerned 
about seeing fossil fuel companies influencing 
negotiations about climate action, as their 
needs and priorities are not comparable to 
those experiencing the damaging effects of 
climate change in their daily lives.

Scotland has already faced extreme 
weather as a result of changing climate 
conditions and without cutting back 
on greenhouse gas emissions this is 
set to continue. Dylan will be 41 years 
old in 2045 - the year that the Scottish 
government has pledged to reach net-
zero - and so is very aware that he will 
see the continued impacts of climate 
change over his lifetime if people do not 
address it with the urgency it requires.

Image credit: Scottish Youth Parliament

Born
2004

More info:
• Scottish Youth 

Parliament
• Dylan’s blog

https://news.sky.com/story/were-the-last-generation-that-can-stop-this-the-youth-activist-representing-the-uk-at-climate-change-talks-12373398
https://news.sky.com/story/were-the-last-generation-that-can-stop-this-the-youth-activist-representing-the-uk-at-climate-change-talks-12373398
https://www.instagram.com/_dylan.hamilton/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/_DylanHamilton_
https://syp.org.uk/
https://syp.org.uk/
https://dylanstruthhamilton.wordpress.com/
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Holly Gillibrand

Holly is an activist from the west coast of 
Scotland. In late 2018, at the age of 13, she 
started striking outside her school on Fridays, 
frustrated by the lack of action being taken 
by world leaders in the fight against climate 
change. 

From a young age she has tried to be 
environmentally conscious herself, but 
recognised the importance of pushing for 
change by people in positions of authority. In an 
interview with the Guardian in 2019, she stated:

“I feel very angry, very scared 
and I see that they [political 
leaders] are not taking climate 
change seriously. It is an 
urgent crisis that needs to be 
addressed.”
Later that year, she was awarded the title of 
Young Scotswoman of the Year following a 
public vote by the Glasgow Times. This was 
following her participation in a flurry of different 
events and activities, such as supporting TV 
presenter Chris Packham in a TV campaign 
about stopping wildlife crime, taking part in 
a Q&A with COP President Alok Sharma, and 
being a Youth Ambassador for the rewilding 
charity Scotland: The Big Picture.

Image credit: @hollywildchild on Twitter

Born
2005

More info:
• Scottish Youth 

Parliament
• Holly’s Wikipedia

Speaking to Scottish Rural Action, Holly’s 
advice to young people who want to 
create change is to find something you’re 
good at and turn that into activism - 
whether that’s speaking, writing, designing, 
planning… Everyone has a niche they can 
capitalise on to help create change. Think 
about what you enjoy and how you can 
put it to use.

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/feb/08/holly-gillibrand-school-strike-climate-action-skipping-class
https://www.scotlandbigpicture.com/
https://www.instagram.com/_dylan.hamilton/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/HollyWildChild
https://syp.org.uk/
https://syp.org.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holly_Gillibrand
https://www.sra.scot/news-blog/living-rurally-and-being-young-climate-activist-meet-holly-gillibrand
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UK Student Climate Network 
(UKSCN)

South of the border is the UKSCN [https://ukscn.
org/], a network of activists who organise 
climate campaigns across England and Wales. 
They are passionate about ensuring the UK 
government is taking suffcient action to combat  
the climate crisis and end our reliance on fossil 
fuels. The UKSCN was set up in December 2018, 
inspired by Greta Thunberg and the emerging 
#FridaysForFuture movement. It is made up mostly 
of young people who are under 18 years old.

We reached out to Anita Okunde, a member of 
the UKSCN, to find out what inspired her to join 
and what issues are particularly important to her.Image credit: UKSCN

Anita Okunde
Anita is the president of the Manchester branch of 
Girl Up, an initiative founded by the UN to develop 
girls’ leadership skills and push for gender equality. 
As part of the UKSCN, she also volunteers for Youth 
Strike Manchester. 

Dynamic Earth: Hi Anita - thanks for taking the time 
to answer a couple of questions for us. We want 
to highlight some of the young people who are 
taking action in the fight against climate change. 
Can you introduce yourself and explain why cli-
mate change is such an important issue to you?
 
Anita: Hi! Thank you so much for having me. I’m 
Anita Okunde, I’m 17, I use she/her pronouns and 
I’m a youth activist. I’m more known for my work 
on climate change but I look at other things such 
as feminism and mental health. My work on cli-
mate focuses on intersectional climate justice in 
regards to race and gender and I work interna-
tionally and nationally to achieve goals surround-
ing that.

DE: You’re also active in the UKSCN. Can you tell 
us a bit about how you got involved and some of 
the things you’ve done as a member?
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A: To be honest that started in lockdown -  I joined my local youth strike group (Youth Strike 
Manchester) which is a part of UKSCN. I’ve been able to help organise days of actions and 
with the pandemic halting physical strokes it’s been great to be involved in digital strikes and 
alternatives.
 
DE: There has also been a lot of focus on COP26 lately because it’s taking place in Glasgow. 
What are you hoping will be achieved at COP26 this year?
 
A: I mean it’d be nice if they met the goals they set out! COP26 is a big event because it 
means that we could see real tangible change, but with the UK leading and not having start-
ed much climate action itself, instead it has goals, it’s worrying to see where this will go. How-
ever the work of the young people is as ever present and a lot of groups have been doing 
their part in the lead up to COP26!
 
DE: Finally, do you have anything you’d like to highlight to any young people reading this - like 
any issues that are particularly important to you or your activism, or recommendations for how 
people can help fight the climate crisis?
 
A: To young people who may be reading, your feelings are valid, we’re going through a pan-
demic that has direct links to global warming and we’ve seen horrific things like the sea being 
on fire and bad flooding. We deserve better from the generations beforehand who created 
the majority of the mess but we have the chance to be the change we want to see. That in 
itself is so powerful because we are our future leaders, scientists, and greatest thinkers. We 
need to revolutionise how we live our lives so we live alongside the land, instead of treating it 
like property.
 
DE: Thank you so much for taking the time to answer our questions, Anita!

You can follow Anita’s social media here ->

https://www.instagram.com/anitaokunde/
https://twitter.com/anitaokunde?lang=en
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The Latest Climate Change Research
In August 2021, the International Panel on 
Climate Change - IPCC - released an updated 
report warning of the dangers of the climate 
crisis. This contains details of research into 
the physical underlying causes of climate 
change. It will be followed by further reports 
on the impacts of the climate crisis and how to 
reduce these impacts over the following year 
or so.

The report listed some of the following 
changes that different regions across the 
planet are likely to see if greenhouse gas 
emissions are not drastically reduced:

 

This piece is called Changing by the artist Alisa Singer. It 
is on the cover of the August 2021 IPCC report.

Image credit: Alisa Singer
“Climate change is intensifying the water 
cycle. This brings more intense rainfall and 
associated flooding, as well as more intense 
drought in many regions.”

“For cities, some aspects of climate change 
may be amplified, including heat (since 
urban areas are usually warmer than 
their surroundings), flooding from heavy 
precipitation events and sea level rise in 
coastal cities.”

“Climate change is affecting rainfall 
patterns. In high latitudes, precipitation is 
likely to increase, while it is projected to 
decrease over large parts of the subtropics. 
Changes to monsoon precipitation are 
expected, which will vary by region.”

“Coastal areas will see continued sea 
level rise throughout the 21st century, 
contributing to more frequent and severe 
coastal flooding in low-lying areas and 
coastal erosion. Extreme sea level events 
that previously occurred once in 100 years 
could happen every year by the end of this 
century.”

“Changes to the ocean, including warming, 
more frequent marine heatwaves, ocean 
acidification, and reduced oxygen levels have 
been clearly linked to human influence. These 
changes affect both ocean ecosystems and 
the people that rely on them, and they will 
continue throughout at least the rest of this 
century.”

“Further warming will amplify permafrost 
thawing, and the loss of seasonal snow cover, 
melting of glaciers and ice sheets, and loss of 
summer Arctic sea ice.” 

The scientists who wrote the paper stated that 
the temperature of the Earth’s surface has 
risen faster since 1970 than in any other 50-
year period over the past 2000 years. They do 
also state, however, that rises in temperatures 
could be halted if we can cut global emissions 
in half by 2030, and reach net zero by 2050.

A shortened version of the report is available 
for anyone to read here. 

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_SPM.pdf
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The run-up to COP26
To gain a deeper understanding of the approach different countries have been taking to 
decrease emissions and increase resilience to climate change, 2021’s COP president Alok 
Sharma has visited different nations to see first-hand some of the approaches they are taking. 
For example:
• In Indonesia he visited a forest of mangroves, small trees that grow along coastal waters 

and protect the land from being damaged by stormy seas
• In Turkey he met with the environment minister to discuss ways of transitioning from fossil 

fuels to clean energy
• In Bolivia he met indigenous leaders on the edge of the Amazon rainforest who are on the 

frontlines of the effects of climate change.

There are also many international conversations that will be taking place in the months 
running up to COP26 in November. In September, the UN General Assembly - where countries 
get together to discuss and debate international affairs - will be meeting, with climate action 
likely to be high on the agenda; and at the end of October - right before COP26 - will be 
the G20 summit, where the richest nations will get together to discuss issues around money 
and the economy. Hopefully there will be a lot of conversations about investing money into 
fighting climate change!

The COP26 team have put together some resources for schools which are all about climate 
action and some ideas for how you can take part.  

Alok Sharma meeting indigenous leaders in Bolivia, 
listening to their experiences of climate change.

Image credit: @AlokSharma_RDG Twitter

https://together-for-our-planet.ukcop26.org/schools-pack-resources/

