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Did you know humpback 
whales are one of the few 
whales we can spot here 
in Scotland? Since 2017 
between January and April, 
young humpbacks have 
even been spotted feeding 
in the Firth of Forth near 
Dynamic Earth! This whale 
is jumping out of the water 
which is called breaching 
and scientists think they 
might do this to talk to other 
whales huge distances away.

Factfile
Scientific Name: Megaptera novaeangliae
Size: 13-16m long about the same length as a bus!
Age: Can live for 40-50 years.
Eats: Mostly small fish, krill and plankton.
Lives: Almost anywhere in the ocean, except for the 
very far north or south where it is too cold.
Family: They live in small groups called pods.

Humpback Whales
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Eating
Humpback whales are baleen whales which 
means instead of teeth they have lots of 
bristly, stringy plates in their mouths which they 
use to filter their food out of the water. To feed, 
the whales will dive underwater, open their 
mouth and fill their mouth with sea water, then 
they close their mouths until just the baleen is 
visible and force all the water out through the 
baleen. This means that any small animals, like 
krill and plankton are trapped in the baleen. 
Then the whale eats what is trapped in the 
baleen.

Spouting
Whales are mammals and breathe air so, after 
a dive they need to clear water out of their 
blow holes which they breathe through. They 
do this by blowing very hard once they reach 
the surface. You might have tried this yourself 
with a snorkel. Sometimes the spout from the 
whale clearing its blowhole will be the first thing 
people looking for whales spot because the 
whale is still mostly underwater.

Whale Song
The sounds that whales make are known as 
whale song because they often make long 

melodic noises which sound a bit like singing. Humpbacks make some of the longest and 
most varied songs out of all whales but no one is very sure why, it might be to find their friends, 
locate food or just for fun. Check out 
this video from the BBC to hear what 
humpbacks sound like. 

Migrating
Humpback whales migrate over huge 
distances every year. This picture shows the 
migration patterns of some of the humpbacks 
which pass the UK every year recorded from 
radio tags attached to the whales. They move 
between Svalbard, Norwegian Islands in the 
very far north where they spend the winter to 
the Caribbean where they spend the summer 
and raise their young.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o767PuYbEXg
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Make Your Own Whale
What you need:
• Toilet roll tube
• Blue crayons or paint
• Black pen
• Yellow (or other colour) paper

What to do:

Slightly squash the toilet 
roll tube and draw the 
outline of the whale. 
This is basically curved 
edges and a long 
swoop to separate the 
body from the tail.

Cut this out so that you 
are cutting on both 
sides of the toilet roll. 
Colour (or paint) your 
whale blue. Cut out 
two fin shapes from the 
other coloured paper.

Stick these to the side of 
your whale using tape 
or glue.

Cut a strip of blue paper 
or card, cut frills in one 
end and make it narrow 
enough to go through 
the blow hole at the 
other, then cut the thin 
end in two.

Put the thin end of the 
water spout through 
the blow hole and then 
fold the two halves in 
opposite directions to 
make it stay put.

Your whale is complete! 
Don’t forget to give it a 
name and share your 
creations with us on 
social media!

• Blue paper or card 
• Scissors
• Glue or tape
• Pencil


