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The African savannah grasslands are home to many iconic species of mammal, birds, plants 
and insects, but did you know that humans rely on these areas too? Unfortunately, like other 
ecosystems around the world, they are massively at risk 
from the effects of the Climate Emergency, as well as other 
unsustainable human activity. 

Creeping Desert
Global overheating has changed some of the climate 
patterns of the savannah that people and wildlife rely on 
each year. Changes to annual rainfall have seen some areas 
receiving less rain with this extended dry season costing lives. 
Other regions have suffered extra rainfall which has changed 
the vegetation: trees like the baobab which are adapted to long periods of drought have 
been dying off with too much rain which means the loss of food sources and shelter for other 
species too. On top of all of this, indigenous communities have been forced to change their 
traditional farming methods, often because of influences from people in government and 
from other countries, which has affected the natural environment. The loss of vegetation, the 

felling of too many trees in an area and overgrazing from 
cattle can all cause the thin soils of the savannah regions to 
degrade and disappear, turning the area to desert.

Local Action
In the Sahel region of Africa which marks the border 
between savannah grasslands and the Sahara desert 
across several countries, locals are leading the way with 
a massive tree planting project. The Great Green Wall will 

span from one side of Africa to the other, returning the once fertile, healthy land back to its 
old self, and fighting against the encroaching desert which causes drought and famine. This 
project gives hope for a continued future in the region, as well as helping fight against global 
climate change. Watch this inspiring video and visit their website to find out more.

Plant the seed
The Great Green Wall is an example of a ‘nature based solution’. Nature based solutions 
are important in the fight against climate change and the loss of nature, and can include 
things such as protecting the natural areas that we have left or bringing them back through 
tree planting or wildlife reintroduction. In Scotland, this is just as important as it is in the Sahel 
region. You can help around your area by making sure there are enough local wildflowers 
around for our important insects and other pollinators. Take a look at our activity from 
Dynamic Earth Online to find out how to spot wildflowers and to even help plant more!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pc3BTMVPIwc
https://www.greatgreenwall.org/
https://fc8b1823-210a-485b-b2b1-337f4abade3b.filesusr.com/ugd/32ec29_b2d9e659a2eb42d0982bfc9a6e85b21b.pdf

