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Meet the Experts
Leidos are a global IT, engineering and science company who’s work spans all across STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths). We’ve teamed up with them to celebrate the 
amazing people who make up Leidos. Below you can meet Matthew and Gillian, and to find 
out more about some of the people involved in their space exploration programmes 
click here! 

Name: Matthew Quinn

Job Title: Senior Software Developer

What do I actually do? 
Working in software can mean a lot of different things – it’s often not just 
about writing software (programming, coding). Out in the world, software 
is used for so many different things that mean a lot of your time is spent 
understanding problems, thinking about solutions and interacting with 
people. Day-to-day I might spend some time reading about something 

that’s broken, planning how to fix it, making different systems talk to one another, talking to 
a client to understand what they want – all before setting out to create a solution by writing 
code. Some problems are really hard and require you to go and learn new skills in order to 
overcome them – this is where the real fun begins, because everything in technology moves 
very fast.

What do I like about my job?
I love learning new things and tackling complex problems. Software is a mix of art and 
science, it helps if you love solving problems but how you go from A to B is how you get to be 
creative. If I have a good day coding, I can make a manual process become automatic, 
which ultimately saves everyone time and effort, which is really satisfying. Having a creative 
flair for programming or when thinking about technology makes this line of work really fun as 
you get to put your personality into what you’re working on. Software isn’t like maths where 
there’s often a correct answer – there are a million ways to do things, and figuring out the best 
(and most fun) way to accomplish something makes your day go really quick.

What is the most challenging part of this?
Sometimes working in software is hard, but it’s often not for the reasons you’d think. People use 
software, and sometimes working with people is the hardest part of a software job. Working in 
technology often isn’t like having a side project where you’re calling the shots and there’s no 
time pressure. In reality, you’re working with many different teams of people, all of whom have 
different responsibilities and concerns. You often need to juggle deadlines, switching priorities 
and thinking about the big picture for the business (not just your nice shiny code!).

Fun stuff:
I once spent a day helping another engineer teach a machine the difference between a 
crab and a rock!

https://fc8b1823-210a-485b-b2b1-337f4abade3b.filesusr.com/ugd/32ec29_acbe95d874a54ea68671df4da114ea49.pdf?index=true
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We have collaborated with our Planetarium sponsors Leidos to create these learning 
materials. Leidos and Dynamic Earth both work to inspire people of all ages and backgrounds 
with an interest in the science of our world, with a strong focus on STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Maths) engagement. 

Name: Gillian Munro

Job Title: Project Analyst

What do I actually do?
I work within the finance section of Leidos as a project analyst. 
My role is system control. I review and create the work that we 
receive from our customers then input onto our system to allow my 
colleagues access to do their jobs and complete the customer’s 
request. I review a number of different systems and have to make 
sure they all have the correct information on them before I can 
create the work package on our system. For example have we 
received the purchase order or contract from the customer which 

is our confirmation of the works being requested, is the value on this documentation in GBP or 
foreign currency as we are a global company who deal with different countries out with the 
UK so not all work is in GBP, etc.

What do I like about my job?
I like that my role allows me to see what work is being completed by the company and for 
what customers. It shows me how much diversity of jobs roles we have within the company 
as each customer is different, and yet we can still meet their requirements. Every day is 
different. I also enjoy the problem solving aspect of my role which comes into play if there are 
differences between the various systems I review. It helps me understand how these systems 
work and communicate with each other, and this in turn lets me aid other colleagues on how 
to use the various systems. 

What is the most challenging part of this?
The most challenging part of my job is making sure all the information I am inputting onto 
our system is correct because if any of it is wrong then it impacts other departments and 
colleagues so best getting it right first time. I ask a lot of questions as that’s the best way to 
learn. If in doubt ask as everyone is learning something new every day.


