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Dr Christopher Jackson is a geologist who teaches 
and does research at Imperial College London. His 
work focuses on sedimentary basins and rocks. He 
has travelled around the world to work in diverse and 
challenging environments from deserts, to rainforests, 
and high mountain ranges.

He has also been on TV in BBC documentaries and 
as one of the presenters for the 2020 Royal Institute 
Christmas Lectures called Planet Earth: A User’s Guide. 

Chris was the first black scientist ever to present the 
Christmas lectures, and although many people 
celebrated this because it allowed more young people 
to have a role model in science who looks like them, he 
also received abuse and harassment online. This is an 
important reminder of challenges and discrimination 

faced by Black people and people of colour working in science and the importance of good 
representation. 

Chris is very active in encouraging new people into geology and Earth sciences by promoting 
the diverse range of careers and opportunities it can offer to a diverse range of people. Hear 
him talking about some of the great reasons to become an Earth scientist here. 

Sedimentary Rocks
We mentioned above that Dr 
Christopher Jackson’s main area 
of study is sedimentary rocks but 
what are they? Sedimentary 
rock is made of layers of 
material, like sand or mud, being 
laid down in layers. These layers 
gradually get buried by the 
material gathered above them 
and get squashed. Under this 
great pressure the loose material 
becomes cemented or stuck 
together and creates rocks.

Dr Christopher Jackson and Sedimentary Rocks

https://www.rigb.org/christmas-lectures/watch 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SRGFRdb7mGY
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There are many different kinds of sedimentary rocks but here are a few common ones:

The exciting thing about sedimentary rocks is that they can tell you about the history of our 
planet. You can tell where rivers flowed to bring certain materials with them, or when an area 
was flooded. They are also the rocks most likely to contain fossils too!

Start a rock 
collection
If you are interested in 
learning more about 
geology and different 
kinds of rocks, you 
could start a rock 
collection. Keep an 
eye out for interesting 
looking rocks whenever 
you are out on walks. 
Then bring them home 
with you and try to 
identify them. Don’t 
worry if you find these 
super hard- even 
professional geologists 
find this difficult 
because no two rocks 
are ever exactly the 
same.

Here is the rock collection of one of the Learning Team with lables to show you the kinds of 
rocks you might find!

If finding places to collect rocks is hard, you can also look at city buildings and see what 
different rocks you can find. Often there is lots of sandstone, limestone, slate and marble but 
you’ll find many more rocks too!

Sandstone (sand) Shale (Mud and silt) Conglomerate (big pebbles)


