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Tropical savannah regions have 
two distinct seasons – wet (summer) 
and dry (winter). Temperatures 
don’t change a huge amount 
between the seasons, but where 
the big difference lies is in the 
volume of rainfall. The dry season 
can last as long as 4 to 6 months 
with no rainfall at all. This leads to 
the regions becoming very dry 
and arid, and prone to fires, often 
caused by lightning strikes. The 
wet, summer period lasts between 
6 and 8 months and this is when all of the annual rainfall occurs. During this time, the regions 
transform, with fresh, sweet grass sprouting and rivers running freely once again. 

Water is Life
All life needs water to survive. The plants and animals of the 
savannah have evolved many different ways of coping with 
the long periods of dry weather, and making the most of the 
wet season where food and water is plentiful. 

Baobab trees are often called “The Tree of Life” due to the 
incredible age  - some species can live up to well over 1000 
years old. These trees can be easily recognised by their large, 
thick trunks which are designed to store water, allowing them 
to grow and survive where other trees aren’t able to.

Many of the larger mammals of the African Savannah 
are well adapted to undertake long journeys or  seasonal 
migrations in order to get the water and food that they need. 

Make your own watering hole
Even if it doesn’t get as dry here as it does in the tropical savannahs, it’s good to be able to 
help our wildlife where we can! The RSPB has a great activity that will mean that your local 
birds always have enough to drink throughout the warmer summer months. Click here to find 
out more.
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https://www.rspb.org.uk/globalassets/downloads/documents/kids-and-schools/make-a-self-filling-water-tray.pdf

